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Constitution. 


ARTICLE  I. 


A 

u 


NAME  AND  OBJECT. 

Feb.  15, 1864.  SECTION  I.  This  Association  shall  be  knowni  as  the  “Libra¬ 
ry  Association  of  Portland,”  and  shall  be  located  in  the  City  of  Port¬ 
land,  State  of  Oregon. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  have  for  its  object  the  establishment  of  a  Library  and 
Reading  Room,  the  Collection  of  a  Cabinet,  Scientific  Apparatus,  Works  of 
Art,  and  other  literary  and  scientific  purposes,  and  it  shall  be  competent  to 
receive  donations  of  money,  books  and  other  property  for  the  uses  and  pur- 
oses  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  II. 

MEMBERSHIP. 


Feb.  5, 1870.  SECTION  I.  Any  person  may  become  a  life  member  of  this 
Association  by  signing  the  roU  of  members  and  paying  thereto  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  dollars ;  and  any  person  may  become  a  yearly  member  of  this  Associ^ 
tion  by  signing  the  roU  aforesaid  and  paying  thereto  the  sum  of  twenty-five' 
dollars  per  annum,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  of  each  year;  and 
any  person  may  become  a  quarterly  member  of  this  Association  by  paying 
thereto  the  sum  of  three  dollars  per  quarter:  Provided^  That  the  Directors 
may  from  time  to  time  prescribe  a  less  sum. 

Sec.  2.  The  Board  of  Directors  may  elect  any  person  an  honorary  member 
of  this  Association. 

Sec.  3.  All  members  of  this  Association  not  delinquent  for  fines  or  dues, 
shall  be  entitled  to  aU  the  pri’rileges  of  the  Association,  including  its  Libra¬ 
ry  and  rooms.  All  members  of  this  Association,  except  honorary  members 
and  quarterly  ones,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  election  or  meeting  of 
the  Association,  if  personally  present  thereat. 

Sec.  4.  The  wife  of  a  member,  or  any  minor  person  belonging  to  his  fam- 
ly  may  be  introduced  to  the  Librarj'^  rooms  by  such  member,  and  shall  there- 
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after  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  rooms  and  to  receive  books  upon 
'the  account  of  such  member,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Directors  may  from 
time  to  time  prescribe. 

March  1, 1876.  SECTION  5.  Any  person  may  become  a  perpetual  member  of 
this  Association  by  signing  the  roll  of  members  and  paying  thereto  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  gold  coin,  in  cash  down  ;  or  the  sum  of  fifty 
■dollars  cash,  and  giving  his  promissory  note  to  the  Association  in  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  dollars,  payable  in  not  more  than  four  equal  and  annual  install¬ 
ments  from  the  date  thereof,  with  interest  in  like  coin,  at  the  rate  of  ten  per 
per  centum  per  annum ;  said  memberships  to  be  assignable  and  transferable  as 
other  personal  property,  according  to  the  by-laws  of  the  Association ;  and 
tipon  the  failure  to  pay  a  promissory  note,  given  for  any  such  membership,  or 
any  part  thereof,  or  any  interest  accruing  thereon,  said  membership  and  all 
sums  of  money  paid  thereon  are  forfeited  to  the  Association. 

Sec.  6.  All  moneys  derived  from  the  sale  of  perpetual  memberships  shall 
be  set  apart  as  a  separate  and  irreducible  fund,  to  be  called,  “The  Book 
Fund,”  the  interest  or  income  only  of  which  shall  be  applied  from  time  to 
time,  under  the  direction  of  the  Directors,  for  the  purchase  of  reading  matter 
for  the  use  of  the  Library. 

ARTICLE  III. 

OFFICERS  AND  THEIR  DUTIES. 

Feb.  15,  1864.  Section  i.  All  the  property  and  legal  rights  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion  shall  be  vested  in  a  Board  of  Directors,  in  trust,  for  carrying  out  its  ob¬ 
jects. 

The  Board  of  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies  in  its  own 
body,  occurring  from  resignation,  removal  or  death ;  to  appoint  all  subordi¬ 
nate  officers  and  agents,  prescribe  their  duties  and  fix  their  compensation ;  to 
•enact  suitable  and  necessary  by-laws,  repeal  or  change  the  same,  which  shall 
be  valid  until  repealed  or  modified  by  the  Association  at  a  regular  meeting,  and 
generally  to  do  and  perform  whatever  in  their  judgment  may  be  proper  and 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Association. 

Sec.  2.  The  number  of  Directors  shall  be  ten,  and  they  shall  hold  their 
.office  for  ten  years  each,  unless  sooner  removed  for  willful  neglect  of  duty,  or 
.abuse  of  trust  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  3.  The  first  election  of  Directors  shall  be  held  on  the  20th  day  of 
February,  A.  D.  1864,  at  which  election  all  the  bona  fide  subscribers  to  tffi: 
Library  shall  be  voters,  and  the  election  shall  be  by  ballot  or  otherwise  as  the 
¥Oters  present  shall  determine.  At  said  election,  the  ten  Directors  aforesaid. 
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shall  be  elected,  who  immediately  upon  their  election  shall  divide  themselves 
into  five  classes  of  two  each,  by  lot. 

The  first  class  to  go  out  at  the  expiration  of  two  years,  the  second  at  four, 
the  third  at  six,  the  fourth  at  eight,  and  the  fifth  at  ten  years,  or  as  soon  there¬ 
after  as  their  successors  are  elected  and  accept. 

Sec.  4.  At  the  annual  meeting  to  be  held  in  1866,  and  every  two  years 
thereafter,  two  persons  shall  be  chosen  to  fill  the  place  of  the  outgoing  Di¬ 
rectors,  to  hold  their  office  for  ten  years. 

Sec.  5.  Each  Director,  before  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
shall  signify  his  acceptance  of  the  trust,  by  signing  an  agreement  upon  the 
records  of  the  Association  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Sec.  6.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall,  biennially,  at  their  first  meeting  after 
the  election  of  Directors,  or  at  some  subsequent  meeting,  it  the  same  has  been 
omitted  at  said  first  meeting,  elect  a  President,  a  Vice-President,  a  Corres¬ 
ponding  Secretary,  a  Recording  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  all  of  whom,  except 
the  Secretaries,  shall  be  members  of  the  Board,  who  shall  be  the  officers  of  the 
Association,  and  who  shall  hold  office  for  two  years  each,  and  until  their  suc¬ 
cessors  are  chosen  and  qualified,  or  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of  Direc-' 
tors,  as  the  By-Laws  shall  provide. 

Feb.  4, 1871.  SECTION  7.  Three  shall  constitute  a  quorum  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  and  a  majority  of  all  present  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  any  meas¬ 
ure,  except  when  three  or  more  are  present  and  there  shall  be  a  tie,  the 
President,  in  addition  to  his  vote  as  Director,  may  give  the  casting  vote. 

Feb.  15, 1864.  SECTION  8.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Association  and  Board  of  Directors,  and  preserve  order  therein.  He  shall 
have  power  to  call  special  meetings  of  the  Association  and  Board  of  Directors 
whenever  he  shall  deem  it  expedient,  and  shall  call  such  special  meetings  as 
are  hereinafter  provided  for.  He  shall  also,  at  each  annual  meeting,  or 
oftener  if  he  deem  it  expedient,  or  is  requested  thereto  by  the  Association, 
make  a  written  report  of  the  general  doings  and  condition  of  the  Association, 
accompanied  by  such  suggestions  as  may  seem  to  him  best  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote  its  prosperity. 

Sec.  9.  The  Vice  President  during  the  absence  or  disability  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  shall  be  President  pro  tempore,  and  in  case  of  the  absence  or  disability 
of  both  the  President  and  Vice  President,  any  one  of  the  Directors  se- 
'  ected  by  the  Board  shall  act  as  President  pro  tempore. 

Sec.  10.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  be  the  organ  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion  in  its  correspondence  with  other  societies  and  the  public.  He  shall  keep 
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a  record  of  his  official  letters,  and  files  of  such  as  he  may  receive,  and  perform 
such  other  duties  as  may  be  proscribed. 

Sec.  II.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  present  at  and  record  the  min¬ 
utes  and  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  Association  in  separate 
books  provided  for  that  purpose.  He  shall  affix  his  name  to  public  advertise¬ 
ments  and  notices ;  keep  the  accounts  of  the  members  with  the  Association ; 
receive  all  moneys  paid  in  for  membership,  initiation  fees,  fines  and  dues,  and 
pay  them  over  promptly  to  the  Treasurer,  taking  his  receipt  therefor ;  shall 
countersign  and  make  entry  of  all  money  orders  of  the  President  upon  the 
Treasurer,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  in  the  by-laws. 

Sec.  12.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  donated  for  the  general 
purposes  of  the  Association,  and  all  moneys  paid  over  by  the  Recording  Sec¬ 
retary,  and  pay  them  out  upon  the  order  of  the  President,  or  President  pro 
tempore,  countersigned  by  the  Recording  Secretary.  Shall  keep  correct  ac¬ 
counts  in  such  a  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Directors  or  By-Laws ; 
and  on  the  termination  of  his  office,  shall  deliver  to  his  successor  all  moneys, 
books,  accounts,  papers  and  property  belonging  to  the  Association. 

Sec.  13.  A  permanent  removal  from  the  City  of  Portland,  disqualifies  an 
officer  from  exercising  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  shall  be  deemed  and  taken 
lo  be  a  resignation  upon  his  part. 

Sec.  14.  No  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  whatever  capacity  he 
may  act,  shall  receive  any  compensation  for  his  services. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

MEETINGS. 

Section  i.  There  shall  be  an  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  on  the 
first  Saturday  in  February  of  each  year,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  reports 
from  the  officers  and  electing  Directors,  when  they  are  to  be  elected  as  here¬ 
in  provided,  and  for  the  transaction  of  such  other  business  as  may  be  presented, 
and  the  meeting  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day  until  all  the  business  is  com¬ 
pleted. 

Sec.  2.  If,  from  any  cause,  the  annual  meeting  shall  not  be  held  at  the 
appointed  time,  it  may  be  held  at  any  time  thereafter  upon  the  call  of  the 
President  or  five  Directors,  or  twenty-five  member's,  upon  giving  not  more 
j-han  fifteen,  nor  less  than  ten  days  continuous  notice  in  one  or  more  of  the 
daily  papers  of  the  city,  and  the  first  call  shall  exclude  other  calls  until  the 
time  appointed  for  the  meeting  has  passed. 

Sec.  3.  The  President  shall  also,  at  the  written  request  of  five  Di¬ 
rectors,  or  twenty-five  members,  stating  the  reason  therefor,  call  a  meeting  of 
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he  Association  for  the  transaction  of  special  business,  but  not  more  than  fif¬ 
teen,  or  less  than  ten  days  continuous  notice  in  one  or  more  of  the  daily  pape 
of  the  city  shall  be  given  of  the  time,  place  and  object  of  said  meeting,  and  no 
other  business  shall  be  transacted  at  said  meeting  than  that  specified  in  th 
call.  In  case  the  President  shall  neglect  to  call  the  meeting  when  so  re¬ 
quested,  then  five  Directors,  or  twenty-five  members  may  call  the  same  and 
publish  the  requisite  notice. 

Sec.  4.  All  meetings  of  the  Directors  and  Association  shall  be  held  in  the 
City  of  Portland. 

ARTICLE  V. 

FINANCES. 

Section  i.  The  funds  arising  from  donations  and  life  memberships,  shal 
be  donated  to  the  purchase  of  books,  periodicals,  a  cabinet,  scientific  appara¬ 
tus,  works  of  art  and  other  literary  and  scientific  purposes,  and  no  part  shall  be 
expended  for  current  expenses,  nor  shall  any  portion  be  otherwise  expended 
than  for  the  purchase  of  books,  periodicals,  globes,  maps  and  charts,  until  the 
books  in  the  Library  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  in  value. 

Sec.  2.  All  fines,  mentioned  in  section  one,  article  six,  shall  be  devoted 
to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  imposed. 

Sec.  3.  The  regular  quarterly  dues  and  the  initiation  fees  shall  be  appro- 
piated  to  he  payment  of  current  expenses,  and  if  more  than  sufficient  for  that 
purpose,  the  surplus  shall  be  applied  by  the  Directors  to  the  general  purposes 
of  the  Association. 

Sec.  4.  All  orders,  drafts  and  other  documents  affecting  the  funds  of  the 
Association,  must  be  authorized  by  a  majority  of  the  Directors,  assembled 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  all  orders  upon  the  Treasurer  must  be  signed 
by  the  President  and  countersigned  by  the  Recording  Secretar}\ 

ARTICLE  VI. 

FINES. 

Section  i.  Fines  may  be  imposed  by  the  Directors  upon  members  and 
all  persons  enjoying  the  privileges  of  the  Association  for  injury  to  the  books 
or  property  of  the  Association,  and  the  person  upon  whom  they  are  imposed 
shaU  be  personally  liable  therefor  to  the  Board  of  Directors  as  for  a  debt;  but 
no  fine  shall  be  impose^  to  a  greater  amount  than  shall  be  sufficient  to  restore 
or  make  good  the  property  injured. 

Sec.  2.  The  Directors  may  impose  a  fine  for  disorderly  conduct  in  the 
Rooms,  or  disobedience  of  the  Rules,  for  which  fine  the  persons  fined  shall  be 
liable  to  the  Directors  as  for  a  debt. 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

RECORDS  AND  BOOKS. 

Section  i.  Full  records  of  the  meetings  and  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  the  Association  shall  be  kept  by  the  Recording  Secretary,  and 
such  other  books  and  records  shall  be  kept  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  By-Laws  and  order  of  the  Directors. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

NEGLECT  OF  OFFICIAL  DUTY. 

Section  i.  In  case  of  flagrant  official  misconduct,  or  neglect  of  duty,  or 
gross  immoral  conduct,  on  the  part  of  a  member  of  the  Board,  the  Directors 
shall  have  power,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  their  number,  to  expel  the  offend¬ 
ing  member;  from  which  action,  however,  an  appeal  shall  be  allowed  to  a 
called  meeting  of  the  Association,  which  shall  ratify  or  annul  the  proceedings 
of  the  Directors,  as  the  case  may  warrant. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

EXPULSION  OF  MEMBERS. 

Section  i.  If  any  member  shall  wantonly  create  a  disturbance  at  any 
meeting  of  the  Association,  or  shall  devise  or  take  part  in  any  measure  de¬ 
signedly  to  injure  the  Association,  or  shall  purposely  deface  or  injure  the  books 
or  property  of  the  Association,  he  may  be  forthwith  suspended  from  all  the 
privileges  of  the  Association  by  the  Directors,  from  which  action  an  appeal 
shall  be  allowed  to  a  called  meeting  of  the  Association,  at  which  the  charge 
shall  be  investigated,  giving  the  accused  ample  opportunity  to  excuse  or  ex¬ 
tenuate  his  conduct,  and  if  the  person  be  found  guilty,  and  without  sufficient 
excuse  or  extenuation,  he  may  be  expelled  or  suspended  for  a  limited  time 
from  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  X. 

ALTERATIONS  AND  AMENDMENTS. 

Section  i.  This  Constitution  shall  not  be  altered  or  amended  unless  by  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present,  at  a  stated  meeting,  notice  being 
given  fifteen  days  previously,  by  publication  continuously  in  one  or  more  of 
the  daily  papers  of  the  city,  and  no  amendment  shall  be  adopted  unless  upon 
subjects  to  which  attention  has  been  called  in  the  notice. 

ARTICLE  XL 

INCORPORATION. 

Section  i.  As  soon  as  a  law  shall  be  passed,  allowing  a  corporation  to  be 
formed,  embracing  substantially  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  a  special 
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meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Association  shall  be  called  to  take  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  expediency  of  becoming  incorporated,  and  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  therefor.  Thirty  days’  previous  notice  of  the  meeting  to  be  given  by  con¬ 
tinuous  publication  in  one  or  more  of  the  daily  papers  of  the  city. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

Section  I.  Quarterly  members  must  pay  dues — three  dollars  per  quarter 
in  gold  coin — quarterly  or  monthly  in  advance. 

Sec.  2.  The  Bishops,  Ministers  and  Pastors  of  any  religious  denomina¬ 
tion,  who  are  residents  of  the  city  of  Portland  and  engaged  in  the  duties  of 
their  calling,  shall,  for  the  time  being,  be  considered  honorary  members  of 
this  Association  and  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  its  rooms  and  the  use  of  its 
reading  matter,  free  of  charge. 

Sec.  3.  Editors  of  newspapers  which  are  regularly  furnished  the  Library, 
free  of  charge,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  the  Library  rooms,  and  of 
consulting  the  books,  magazines  and  newspapers  therein. 

Sec.  4.  Certificates  of  Perpetual  Membership  may  be  transferred  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Association  upon  the  presentation  of  the  same  endorsed  by  the 
owner  thereof — “Transfer  the  within  to - ,”  and  its  surrender  to  the  Re¬ 

cording  Secretary,  who  shall,  thereupon,  cancel  said  certificate  by  writing 
thereon — “  Surrendered” — and  subscribing  his  name  thereto  ;  and  said  Secre¬ 
tary  shall  also  issue  to  and  in  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  said  transfer  is 
directed  to  be  made,  a  certificate  duly  signed  and  attested  in  lieu  of  said  can¬ 
celed  one ;  but  the  original  subscriber  to  said  membership,  nor  any  previous 
assignee  thereof,  shall  not  thereby  become  discharged  from  the  payment  of  any 
sum  of  money  due  upon  said  membership,  unless  by  a  vote  of  the  Directors 
expressly  accepting  the  note  of  the  person  to  whom  the  transfer  is  made,  in 
payment  of  the  same. 
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Sec.  5.  All  certificates  of  membership  shall  be  signed  by  the  President 
and  attested  by  the  Recording  Secretary  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  As¬ 
sociation. 

ARTICLE  II. 

MEETINGS. 

Section  i.  Stated  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be  held  on 
the  first  Wednesday  of  each  and  every  month  at  half  past  seven  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

Sec.  2.  Special  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  may  be  called  by  the 
President  at  any  time,  and  upon  the  application  in  writing  of  any  three  mem¬ 
bers  thereof,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  call  such  meeting;  but 
personal  notice  of  the  same  shall  be  given  to  all  the  Directors  then  in  the 
city. 

ARTICLE  III. 

COMMITTEES. 

Section  i.  At  the  first  meeting  after  each  election  of  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  there  shall  be  elected  by  the  Board 
the  following  standing  committees,  consisting  of  three  members  each : 

1.  Committee  on  Finance. 

2.  Committee  on  Library. 

3.  Committee  on  Rooms, 

each  of  which  Committees  shall  report  quarterly. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  examine 
from  time  to  time  into  the  finances  of  the  Association ;  to  devise  ways  by 
which  the  means  of  the  Association  may  be  increased ;  to  see  that  all  dues 
are  paid;  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  Recording  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
and  certify  to  the  correctness  of  tho  same ;  to  take  into  consideration  any 
reports  or  propositions  relating  to  the  treasury,  and  generally  to  have  the 
supervision  over  the  financial  department  of  the  Association.  The  books  of 
the  Recording  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  be  open  at  all  times  to  this  Com¬ 
mittee,  to  the  President,  and  also  to  any  member  of  the  Board. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Library  to  examine  and 
report  on  suitable  books,  periodicals  and  newspapers  for  the  Library  and 
Reading-room;  to  acquire  by  purchase,  or  otherwise,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Board  of  Directors,  charts,  maps,  periodicals  and  newspapers  suitable  to 
the  Library  and  Reading  Room  ;  to  solicit  and  accept  donations  to  the 
Library,  and  generally  to  take  into  consideration  and  recommend  all  such 
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measures  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  and  proper  for  increasing  the  number 
and  value  of  the  books  in  the  Library. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Rooms  to  have  a  gen¬ 
eral  supervision  over  the  Librarian  and  his  assistants,  and  over  the  Library 
and  Rooms,  and  ever}'thing  pertaining  thereto;  and  by,  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  make  all  contracts  necessary  for  pro¬ 
curing  rooms  and  furniture,  and  for  lighting,  warming  and  taking  care  of  the 
same. 

Sec.  5.  All  special  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Board. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS  AT  MEETINGS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Section  i.  The  order  of  business  shall  be  as  follows  : 

1.  Calling  the  roll. 

2.  Reading  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

3.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

4.  Reports  of  special  committees. 

5.  Communications  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

6.  ^Miscellaneous  business,  including  all  not  specified  in  the  first  five  sub¬ 
divisions  of  this  section.  But  the  order  of  business  may  be  deviated  from  by 
a  vote  of  the  majority  present  at  any  meeting. 

Sec.  2.  The  President  shall  have  the  same  power  that  is  usually  exercised 
by  the  presiding  officers  of  a  deliberative  body ;  and,  for  the  general  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  the  Rules  of  Order  laid  down  in  “Cush¬ 
ing’s”  or  “Jefterson’s  Manual,”  shall  be,  and  are  adopted. 

ARTICLE  V. 

FISCAL  YEAR. 

Section  i.  The  fiscal  year  of  the  Association  shall  commence  on  the 
first  day  of  Januaiy  of  each  year. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

THE  LIBRARY  AND  LIBRARIAN. 

Section  i.  The  Librarian  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Board  and  hold  his 
office  at  their  pleasure. 

Sec.  2.  He  may  appoint  assistants,  approved  by  the  Board,  who 
shall  be  paid  by  himself,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  rules  adopted  for  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  Library;  and  for  whose  conduct  he  shall  be  responsible. 
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Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Librarian  and  his  assistants  to  be 
punctual  in  opening  and  shutting  the  Library  and  rooms  at  the  hours  named 
in  the  rules ;  and  within  those  hours  shall  be  at  all  times  in  attendance  unless 
excused  by  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Rooms;  and  it  shall  further  be 
their  duty  to  be  couiteous,  accommodating  and  gentlemanly  to  all  who  may 
enter  the  Library. 

ARTICLE  VIL 

LIBRARY. 

Section  i.  The  Library  shall  be  open  every  day  throughout  the  year  ex¬ 
cepting  on  Sundays  and  legal  holidays  recognized  by  the  laws  of  Oregon, 
during  such  hours  as  the  Directors  may  from  time  to  time  prescribe. 

Sec.  2.  The  Librarian  shall  keep  a  full  and  accurate  catalogue  of  all  the 
books,  periodicals,  maps,  charts  and  works  of  art  belonging  to  the  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  arrange  them  in  proper  order  ;  he  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  books- 
and  other  donations  presented  to  the  Association  in  a  book  provided  for  that 
purpose,  with  the  names  of  the  donors. 

Sec.  3.  He  shall  keep  in  the  Library  Room  a  register  in  which  each  per¬ 
son  becoming  a  perpetual,  life,  or  yearly  member  of  the  Association  shall 
enter  his  name  with  the  date  of  such  entry. 

Sec.  4.  He  shall  also  enter  in  a  book,  kept  for  the  purpose,  the  number 
of  every  volume  delivered  by  him  ;  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  delivered  ; 
the  time  of  taking  and  returning  the  same;  together  with  the  amount  of  fine 
or  forfeiture  arising  from  every  default. 

Sec.  5.  He  shall  report  to  the  Board  any  loss  or  injury  to  the  books  or 
furniture  of  the  Association  together  with  the  names  of  the  persons,  if  known, 
who  are  responsible  for  the  same,  and  the  compensation,  if  any,  received  for 
such  loss  or  injury. 

Sec.  6.  He  shall  suffer  no  person  to  remove  a  book  from  its  place  in  the 
Library  without  his  permission. 

Sec.  7.  Lie  shall  first  after  the  return  of  books  examine  them  with  care, 
and  ascertain  whether  they  have  been  injured  or  defaced  ;  and  then,  as  soon, 
as  may  be,  replace  them  upon  the  shelves. 

Sec.  8.  He  shall  keep  the  books,  Library,  and  Reading  Room  in  good 
order ;  duly  observe  all  instructions  given  him  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  and 
take  care  that  the  instructions  relative  to  the  loaning  of  books  be  strictly 
adhered  to. 

Sec.  9.  He  shall  deliver  to  any  member  not  in  default,  applying  person¬ 
ally,  or  to  his  written  order,  one  volume — if  it  be  a  folio  or  quarto,  and  two,, 
if  an  octavo  or  duodecimo,  or  volume  of  less  size. 
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Sec.  10.  Any  member  may  detain  each  book  or  set,  delivered  as  aforesaid, 
if  it  be  a  folio  or  quarto,  four  weeks ;  an  octavo,  three  weeks ;  or  a  book  or 
set  of  less  size,  two  weeks;  provided  that  new  books  shall  be  subject  to  special 
regulations  to  be  made  by  the  Board.  The  Librarian  shall  not  reserve  any 
book  for  any  person. 

Sec.  II.  Any  member  who  shall  detain  any  book  or  set  longer  than  the 
time  in  the  preceding  section  limited,  respectively  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the 
Association,  for  every  day  a  volume  is  so  detained,  if  it  be  a  folio,  ten  cents  ; 
an  octavo,  or  smaller  volume,  or  pamphlet,  five  cents. 

Sec.  12.  If  any  member  loose  or  injure  a  book  he  shall  make  the  same 
good  to  the  Association ;  and  if  the  book  lost  or  injured  be  one  of  a  set,  he 
shall  pay  the  full  value  of  the  said  set ;  and  may,  thereupon,  be  entitled  to 
the  remaining  volumes. 

Sec.  13.  No  member  shall  be  permitted  to  receive  a  book  from  the  Library 
'Until  he  shall  have  paid  all  sums  due  from  him  to  the  Association,  and  made 
good  all  damages  and  losses  he  may  have  occasioned. 

Sec.  14.  Newspapers,  periodicals,  encyclopedias,  cyclopedias,  diction¬ 
aries  and  atlases,  shall  in  no  case  be  taken  from  the  Rooms ;  and  books  of 
reference  and  such  others,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  specially  designated  by 
the  Board,  shall  not  be  taken  from  the  Library  except  by  special  permission 
of  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sec.  15.  The  Librarian  shall  place  in  every  book  taken  from  the  Library, 
a  slip  of  paper,  stating  thereon  the  number  of  the  book,  the  date  of  its  de¬ 
livery  and  the  length  of  time  it  may  be  detained ;  and  within  five  days  after  a 
book  has  become  overdue,  he  shall  notify  the  person  to  whom  it  is  charged, 
in  person  or  through  the  mail,  stating  the  fact  that  such  book  is  overdue,  the 
daily  fine  for  its  detention,  and  that  five  cents  additional  is  imposed  for  giving 
such  notice,  which  amount  shall  be  added  to  and  collected  with  the  daily  fines 
for  detention. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

REGULATIONS  OF  THE  READING-ROOM. 

Section  i.  The  Reading,  and  other  rooms,  shall  be  opened  every  day 
throughout  the  year  for  such  hours  as  the  Directors  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  2.  No  member  shall  assume  the  liberty  of  arranging  the  books  and 
papers,  or  performing  any  of  the  duties  of  the  Librarian. 

Sec.  3.  No  member  shall  be  allowed  to  remove  papers  from  the  files  or 
books,  or  any  article  belonging  to  the  Association,  from  the  rooms  ;  and  any 
member  who  shall  violate  this  rule,  or  wantonly  mutilate  the  newspapers  or 
periodicals  on  the  files,  or  on  the  tables,  shall  be  expelled. 
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Sec.  4.  None  but  members  of  the  Association  shall  be  allowed  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  the  rooms  unless  accompanied  and  introduced  by  a  member  of  the 
Association;  and  the  name  of  such  person  shall  then  be  registered  and  he 
shall  receive  a  ticket  of  admission  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  weeks. 

Sec.  5.  No  member  shall  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  the  rooms  unless  all 
dues,  fines  and  forfeitures  are  paid. 

Sec.  5.  Should  any  member  transgress  any  section  in  these  regulations, 
he  shall  be  reported  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  may  take  such  measures 
thereon  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Section  i.  All  elections  by  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be  by  ballot. 

Sec.  2.  These  By-Laws  may  be  amended,  altered  or  suspended  at  a  stated 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors — a  majority  of  the  Board  voting  therefor. 
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NINTH 

Annual  Meeting,  February  1,  1873. 

The  President,  Mr.  L.  H.  Wakefield,  read  the  following  report : 

To  the  3f embers  of  the  Library  Association  of  Portland. 

Gentlemen: — In  presenting  to  you  again  the  Annual 
Report  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  I  have  nothing 
startling  or  new  to  present,  beyond  the  fact  of  the  generally 
prosperous  condition  of  the  Association  for  the  year  just  closed. 

The  information  derived  from  the  reports  of  the  Librarian 
and  committees  will  show  you  the  amount  of  receipts,  dis¬ 
bursements,  number  of  books  loaned  and  membership  of  the 
Association,  which,  if  they  do  not  show  so  rapid  growth  as 
desired,  show  that  the  Library  is  steadily  growing  in  general 
favor,  and,  in  fact,  is  appreciated.  The  receipts,  membership 
and  disbursements  vary  but  little  from  the  preceding  year. 

If  we  consider  the  mere  nominal  price  of  admission  to  mem¬ 
bership,  the  large  and  well  selected  library,  the  reading 
rooms,  where  are  placed  upon  file  the  leading  newspapers 
and  magazines  of  the  Eastern  States,  as  well  as  the  news¬ 
papers  of  Oregon,  and  contiguous  Territories,  it  may  be 
thought  strange  that  no  more  avail  themselves  of  its  benefits. 
It  has  been  the  earnest  endeavor  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
husband  the  means  placed  at  their  disposal  and  spend  it  judi¬ 
ciously  in  promoting  the  general  and  permanent  prosperity 
of  the  Association. 
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The  large  number  of  books  purchased  during  the  year  re¬ 
quires  care  and  much  time  in  their  proper  selection,  in  order 
to  meet  the  varied  tastes  of  the  patrons  of  the  Library.  This 
labor  has  been  performed  mostly  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Library,  Hon.  Matthew  P.  Deady,  to  whom 
the  Association  is  indebted  for  much  valuable  service  ren¬ 
dered  in  promoting  its  prosperity.  In  order  to  meet  the 
wants  of  all,  as  far  as  possible,  an  invitation  has  been  extend¬ 
ed  to  the  members  to  enter  in  a  book,  kept  for  that  purpose, 
such  books  as  members  may  desire  to  have  purchased,  and,  if 
approved  by  the  Library  Committee,  the  books  are  ordered. 

The  importance  of  securing  a  permanent  “  Home”  for  the 
Library,  where  lots,  well  located,  and  at  such  price  as  to  be 
within  the  prospective  means  of  the  Association  can  be  ob¬ 
tained,  has  urged  itself  upon  the  attention  of  the  Board  since 
the  last  Annual  Meeting. 

The  receipts  of  the  Association  are  barely  sufficient,  with¬ 
out  the  payment  of  room  rent,  to  mee^  the  current  expenses 
and  purchase  such  books,  periodicals  and  newspapers  as  are 
indispensable,  if  we  would  meet  the  reasonable  expectations 

of  the  reading  community. 

_  ^ 

The  lease  of  the  rooms  we  have  occupied  without  charge 
for  more  than  three  years  by  the  generosity  of  their  owners, 
Messrs.  Ladd  and  Tilton,  expired  upon  the  third  of  March 
last. 

A  renewal  of  the  lease,  however,  upon  the  same  liberal 
terms,  was  offered  the  Association  for  another  term  of  three 
years,  provided,  that  the  citizens  of  Portland  would  con¬ 
tribute,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Association,  the  sum  of 
$6,000. 

In  order  to  make  this  generous  offer  available,  it  was  pro¬ 
posed  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  raise  by  subscription, 
the  sumT)f  $10,000,  to  be  expended  in  securing  a  home  for 
the  Association.  Early  in  the  year  a  subscription  book  was 
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circulated  among  those  who  were  believed  to  be  able  to  give 
something  of  their  abundance  to  promote  the  object  in  view. 

Up  to  the  present  time,  there  has  been  subscribed  the  sum 
of  $8,500,  payable  upon  condition  that  the  full  arhount  of 
$10,000  be  subscribed.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  unremitting 
efforts  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Library,  Hon. 
Matthew  P.  Deady,  who  has  undertaken  to  secure  this  sub¬ 
scription,  may  be  successful. 

As  the  list  of  subscriptions  now  stand,  it  shows  that  eight 
persons  and  firms  have  subscribed  I500  each  ;  that  fourteen 
have  subscribed  $200,  seventeen  $100  each — making  a  total 
of  $8,500. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  who  will  step  forward  and  help  com¬ 
plete  this  good  work. 

ROOMS. 

The  Library  room  has  been  enlarged  during  the  year  to 
make  room  for  more  shelving,  as  it  was  quite  insufficient  for 
the  books  already  upon  its  shelves. 

FINANCES  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  (W.  S.  Ladd,  Chairman)  have 
caused  a  complete  and  thorough  examination  of  the  Libra¬ 
rian’s  and  Treasurer’s  books,  accounts  and  vouchers  for  all 
moneys  received  and  paid  out  during  the  fiscal  year  of  1872, 
which,  with  the  balances  brought  forward  to  January  i,  1873, 
were  found  to  be  correct. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  finances  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  taken  from  the  books  of  the  Association,  and  reports 
of  committees: 
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RECEIPTS. 


Balance  on  hand  January  i,  1872 . $  430  69 

Received  for  quarterly  dues. . . 2,905  00 

Received  for  yearly  dues .  450  00 

Received  for  fines .  107  35 

Received  for  books . 25  75 

Received  for  nevv^spapers .  64  12 

Received  from  City  of  Portland .  180  00 

Miscellaneous .  10  00 


$4,172  91 

EXPENDITURES. 


Librarian  and  incidentals . $1,610  54 

Books .  i}344  30 

Newspapers . 197  08 

Lights  and  fuel .  375  95 

Furpishing  room .  236  55 

Balance — cash  on  hand  January  i,  1873 .  408  49 

• - - $4,172  91 


The  receipts  from  all  sources  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1871,  were  $3,779  55.  The  receipts  for  1872  were  I3,- 
473  35,  showing  a  falling  off  from  the  previous  year  of 


The  receipts  for  quarterly  dues  for  the  year  just  closed,  in 
excess  of  1871,  are  $222. 

The  receipts  for  quarterly  and  yearly  dues  for  1871,  were 
$888  35  more  than  for  1870,  and  the  excess  of  receipts  from 
the  same  sources  in  1870  over  1869  is  $302.  The  falling  off 
in  the  receipts  for  the  last  year  is  owing  to  a  decrease  in  the 
yearly  membership. 

LIBRARY. 

In  1871  the  number  of  books  added  to  the  library  was  793; 
691  purchased  and  102  donated,  making  a  total  at  the  end  of 
the  year  of  4,491  volumes.  The  number  added  in  1872  was 
957;  887  of  which  were  purchased  and  70  donated,  making 
the  total  at  the  end  of  that  year  of  5,448. 

This  shows  that  t 96  more  volumes  were  purchased  in  1873 
than  in  1871,  and  at  an  increased  cost  of  $158  30. 

The  books  added  to  the  Library  during  the  last  year  have 
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been  classified  by  the  Librarian  as  follows:  Fiction,  432;  Sci¬ 
ence,  95;  Biography,  154;  History,  64;  Travels,  40;  Reli¬ 
gion,  41 ;  Poetry,  41 ;  Miscellaneous,  30;  Jurisprudence  and 
Government,  60.  Total,  957* 

The  books  loaned  out  of  the  Library  during  the  year  have 
been  classified  as  follows:  Fiction,  11,174;  Science,  663; 
Biography,  574;  History,  621;  Travels,  773;  Religion,  149; 
Poetry,  400;  Miscellaneous,  949;  Jurisprudence  and  Govern¬ 
ment,  59;  Bound  periodicals,  83.  Total,  15,445. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  334  members  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Association,  classified  as  follows:  Life  member,  i ; 
Yearly  members,  10;  Quarterly  members,  311;  Honorary 
members,  12.  The  membership,  as  taken  from  the  last  an¬ 
nual  report,  was :  Life  member,  i;  Honorary  members,  7; 
Yearly  members,  18;  Quarterly  members,  298;  making  a  total 
of  324. 

METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

Meteorological  observations  have  been  continued  during 
the  year  in  accordance  with  directions  given  by  the  Smithso¬ 
nian  Institute. 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting,  Messrs.  L.  Blum  and  H.  Fail¬ 
ing  were  elected  members  of  the  Board,  to  fill  the  places  of 
Hon.  E.  D.  Shattuck  and  Mr.  C.  E.  Calef,  whose  terms  had 
expired. 

It  gives. us  pleasure  to  speak  again  in  terms  of  high  com¬ 
mendation  of  the  services  rendered  the  Association  by  the 
Librarian,  Mr.  Henry  A.  Oxer,  for  promptness  and  uniform 
urbanity  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

We  have  again  to  make  our  acknowledgments  to  the  pub¬ 
lishers  of  the  weekly  newspapers  in  Oregon  and  the  adjacent 
Territories,  as  well  as  the  publishers  of  the  daily  papers  of 
Portland,  for  files  of  their  papers,  gratuitously  furnished. 
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For  the  purpose  of  adding  to  the  interest  of  the  reading- 
room  department,  the  following  additional  papers  have  been 
ordered  for  the  ensuing  year: 

DAILIES. 

New  York  Times  and  Journal  of  Commerce. 

WEEKLIES. 

Church  Journal,  Christian  Union,  Journal  of  Chemistry,, 
John  Bull,  London  Times,  and  Mark  Lane  Express. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

L.  H.  WAKEFIELD,  President. 
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Annual  Meeting,  February  6,  1874. 

The  Vice  President,  Mr.  Henry  Failing,  read  the  following  report : 

To  the  Members  of  the  Library  Association  of  Portland : 

In  the  absence  of  the  President  of  the  Association,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1873 — ^ 
being  the  tenth  year  of  the  existence  of  the  Association. 

The  report  of  the  Librarian,  which  will  be  presented  at 
this  meeting,  will  embrace  whatever  is  of  interest  to  you  in 
relation  to  the  additions  to  and  circulation  of  the  Library. 
This  report  will,  therefore,  be  for  the  most  part  confined  to  a 
statement  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Association. 

The  income  of  the  Association  for  the  year  has  been  as 
follows: 
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Prom  quarterly  dues . $2,843  00 

Prom  yearly  dues .  350  00 

Prom  fines .  90  70 

Prom  sale  of  books .  52  20 

Prom  sale  of  newspapers .  18  00 

Prom  city  of  Portland .  180  00 

Total . $3>533  90 

EXPENDITURES. 

Librarian  and  incidentals . $1,744  49 

Purchase  of  books .  97 

Newspapers  and  Periodicals .  543  35 

Lights  and  fuel .  419  70 

Furnishing  rooms .  125  50 

Total . $4>536  01 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  comparative  financial 
condition  of  the  Association  for  the  years  ending  31st  of  De¬ 
cember,  1873-3: 

Cash  on  hand  as  per  last  annual  report . $  408  59 

Balance — existing  liabilities .  175  00 

Net  cash  resources,  December  31,  1872 . $  233  69 

Income  for  1873 . $3^533  9° 

Total . $  3.767  49 

Expenditures . $  4,536  oi 

Net  liabilities  December  31,  1873,  as  follows: 

ASSETS. 

Due  from  city  of  Portland . $  15  00 

Cash .  160  90 

$  175  90 

LIABILITIES. 

To  treasury  warrants  drawn . $  739  42 

To  Librarian .  205  00 

- $  944  42 

Total . $  768  52 

The  present  deficit,  ($768  52),  added  to  the  cash  resources 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  shows  that  the  Association 
has  run  in  arrears  a  fraction  over  $1,000  in  cash  resources 
during  the  year.  This  statement,  however,  is  not  as  discour- 
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aging  as  it  appears  upon  a  mere  glance  at  the  statement.  The 
deficiency  is  due  rather  to  the  efforts  to  render  the  Library 
more  attractive  to  the  public  than  to  the  decrease  in  member¬ 
ship.  The  income  of  the  Association  was  about  $200  less 
than  for  the  year  1872,  and  its  current  expenses  but  a  frac¬ 
tion  more.  The  deficiency,  therefore,  is  chiefly  due  to  the 
increased  amount  of  expenditure  for  books  and  periodicals. 

The  Board  of  Directors,  in  its  anxiety  to  answer  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  reading  public,  has  not  only  gone  to  the  limit 
of  prudence  in  the  amount  expended  for  reading  matter,  but 
has  studied  to  gratify  the  taste  of  members  in  the  class  of 
books  purchased.  The  selection  of  reading  matter  has  been 
chiefly  under  the  direction  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Library 
Committee,  who  has  faithfully  served  the  Association  in  that 
capacity  for  several  years. 

The  Finance  Committee  reports  that  the  books  and  vouch¬ 
ers  of  the  Librarian  and  Recording  Secretary  have  been  ex¬ 
amined  and  found  correct.  I  can  certify,  from  a  personal  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  balances,  that  the  account  books  are  care¬ 
fully  and  neatly  kept. 

In  the  last  annual  report,  the  President  stated  that  the  lease 
presented  to  the  Association  by  Messrs.  Ladd  &  Tilton  had 
expired,  but  that  an  offer  of  renewal  had  been  made,  provided 
a  permanent  fund  should  be  raised  within  a  limited  time. 
An  effort  was  made  to  raise  $10,000,  and  chiefly  by  the  per¬ 
sonal  effort  of  Hon.  Matthew  P.  Deady,  subscriptions  were 
obtained  to  the  amount  of  $8,500,  conditioned  upon  the  full 
amount  being  subscribed  by  the  31st  of  December  last.  Ow¬ 
ing  to  the  general  depression  in  all  departments  of  business, 
it  has  been  impossible  to  get  subscriptions  to  the  full  amount, 
and  it  was  thought  best  to  procure  a  modification  of  the  terms 
of  the  subscriptions  by  reducing  the  whole  amount  to  be  sub¬ 
scribed  to  $9,000,  and  to  extend  the  time  to  May  ist,  1874, 
Subscribers  to  the  amount  of  over  $7,000  have  given  their 
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assent  to  the  new  conditions,  and  it  is  confidently  hoped, 
within  the  time  named,  the  amount  will  be  raised. 

Meantime  the  Association  is  dependent  entirely  upon  the 
bounty  of  Mr.  Ladd  for  the  rooms  it  occupies.  The  subcrip- 
tion  should  be  filled  up  at  once  and  enlarged  in  amount.  To 
fail  in  this  effort,  with  the  wealth  possessed  in  Portland, 
would  be  to  exhibit  a  lack  of  appreciation  of  Mr.  Ladd’s  gen¬ 
erosity,  and  to  check  benefactions  of  a  like  nature. 

The  following  appeal  made  by  Mr.  Ladd  in  his  annual  re¬ 
port  while  President  of  the  Association,  nine  years  since,  and 
years  prior  to  the  presentation  of  the  lease  of  the  rooms  now 
occupied  by  the  Association,  may  be  quoted  with  added 
force : 

“No.  person  will  attempt  to  deny  the  many  advantages  of 
the  Association  to  the  people  of  Portland,  young  and  old, 
permanent  and  transient.  It  is  well  calculated  to  be  useful  and 
elevating  at  home,  and  to  give  a  desirable  character  abroad. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  is  a  serious  cause  of  regret  to 
find  several  of  our  members  who  could  afford  to  be  generous 
withholding  their  aid  from  us.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  they 
may  yet  see  the  duty  and  propriety  of  aiding  liberally  in  this 
worthy  enterprise.” 

While  the  subscription  to  furnish  a  permanent  home  for 
the  Association  has  been  presented  for  the  most  part  to  those 
who  possessed  means  to  give  to  such  purposes,  there  is  a  duty 
to  be  performed  by  the  great  body  of  the  membership  quite 
as  important.  The  original  purchase  of  books  was  made  en¬ 
tirely  from  the  funds  donated  for  the  purpose,  and  to  a  great 
extent  given  by  those  who  either  have  private  libraries  or 
who  are  so  engrossed  in  their  pursuits  as  to  have  little  time  to 
devote  to  reading.  It  is  not  too  much  to  expect  that  the  pub¬ 
lic  should  pay  the  current  expenses  of  the  Association,  and  in 
addition  give  it  such  support  as  will  furnish  means  to  meet 
the  popular  demand  in  the  purchase  of  books.  This  must  be 
the  work  of  individual  members,  and  continued  success  can 
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only  be  attained  by  each  one  making  an  effort  to  procure  ad¬ 
ditional  members  and  enlist  public  interest  in  its  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  FAILING, 

Vice  President. 

Portland,  Feb.  6th,  1874. 


From  the  Librarian’s  report,  it  appears  that  the  total  num¬ 
ber  of  books  loaned  during  the  year  1873,  was  15,849,  classi¬ 
fied  as  follows: 

Fiction,  11,612;  Science,  611;  Biography,  763;  History, 
721;  Travels,  736;  Religion,  166;  Poetry,  417;  Bound  Peri¬ 
odicals,  41;  Miscellaneous,  775;  Jurisprudence  and  Govern¬ 
ment,  7.  Total,  15,849. 

That  during  the  same  period,  i,iii  volumes  were  added  to 
the  Library,  by  purchase,  at  a  cost  of  $1,702.97,  and  267  by 
donation,  which  made  the  whole  number  of  volumes  then  in 
the  Library  6,826,  classified  as  follows  : 

Fiction,  1,972;  Science,  619;  Biography,  628;  History,  621; 
Travels,  462;  Religion,  294;  Poetry,  349;  Bound  Periodi¬ 
cals,  511;  Miscellaneous,  919;  Jurisprudence  and  Govern¬ 
ment,  257;  Military  and  Law,  194. 

That  the  whole  number  of  members  belonging  to  the  As¬ 
sociation  was  309,  classified  as  follows: 

Life,  i;  Honorary,  7;  Yearly,  23;  Quarterly,  276. 

At  this  meeting,  Mr.  William  S.  Ladd  and  Philip  C. 
Schuyler  were  elected  Directors,  for  the  term  of  ten  years; 
their  previous  terms  of  office  having  expired. 


ELEVENTH 

Annual  Meeting,  February  6,  1875 


The  President,  Mr.  Matthew  P.  Deady,  made  the  following  report : 

To  the  Meinbers  of  the  Library  Association^  Portland : 

In  pursuance  of  Section  8,  of  Article  III.  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion,  I  hereby  present  you  the  report  of  the  President  of  the 
Association,  for  the  year  1874. 

The  Library,  in  common  with  all  institutions  which  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  voluntary  patronage  of  the  public,  has  felt 
the  effect  of  the  dullness  of 'the  times  and  the  scarcity  of 
money  during  the  past  year. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  speaks  well  for  the  Library 
and  the  community,  that  the  gross  receipts  of  1874  exceed 
those  of  1873  by  the  sum  of  $70  82,  notwithstanding  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  $180  from  the  city  during  the  latter  year,  against  only 
$45  for  1874;  while  the  expenditures  for  the  same  period  are 
less  than  those  of  1873  by  the  sum  of  $1,054  52. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  statements,  the  larger 
expenditure  of  1873  was  almost  wholly  due  to  the  purchase  of 
books — which  were  of  a  special  and  extraordinary  character 
— w^hile  the  larger  receipts  of  1S74  arose  from  the  increase 
of  yearly  dues. 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  FOR  1874. 

The  receipts  of  the  Association  for  the  year  1874,  were  as 
follows : 


From  yearly  dues . 

From  quarterly  dues. . . . 

From  fines . 

From  sale  of  newspapers 

From  sale  of  books . 

From  City  of  Portland. . 

'*  Total  receipts ... . 


$  575  00 

2,844  00 
92  00 
51  82 
II  90 
30  00 


$3,604  72 


\ 
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The  expenditures  for  the  same  period,  were  as  follows  : 

For  Librarian . $1,210  00 

For  books .  799  35 

For  newspapers  and  periddicals .  475  23 

For  gas .  371  88 

For  binding  books .  189  74 

For  janitor .  144  00 

For  insurance . 121  00 

For  incidentals .  93  82 

For  fuel .  56  47 

For  furniture .  20  00 


Total  expenditures . $3,481  49 

Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures .  123  23 

STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURES  FOR  1874. 

% 

Total  expenditures . $3,481  49 

Amount  paid  for  liabilities  of  1873,  . .  783  52 


Total  disbursements  for  1874 . $4,265  01 

Deduct  receipts  for  1874 .  3j6o4  72 

Net  liabilities  for  1874 . $  660  29 


LIBRARY  HOME  FUND. 

By  the  President’s  report,  made  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Association  in  February,  1873,  appears  that  Mr.  Ladd 
proposed  to  give  the  Association  a  second  three  years’  lease 
of  the  present  Library  Rooms,  counting  from  March  ist, 
1872,  provided  the  public  would  contribute  the  sum  of  $6,000 
to  the  Association  within  that  period.  The  Association  not 
only  undertook  to  comply  with  the  proposition,  but  to  raise 
$10,000  to  be  applied  by  the  Directors  exclusively  in  furnish¬ 
ing  the  Library  a  Home. 

At  the  request  of  the  Directors,  I  undertook  to  secure  this 
subscription,  payable  on  condition  that  the  full  amount  should 
be  subscribed  by  December  31,  1873.  I  was  only  able  to  raise 
$8,500  within  the  time,  whereupon  a  new  subscription  was 
started  for  $9,000,  payable  on  May  i,  1874,  provided  the  full 
amount  was  subscribed  by  that  time. 

By  the  time  proposed  subscriptions  were  obtained  from  the 
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citizens  of  Portland  for  the  sum  of  89,485,  of  which  at  least 
$9,000  was  deemed  collectable.  In  addition  to  this  amount, 
I  afterwards  obtained  a  donation  to  the  fund  of  $250  from 
Hon.  O.  C.  Pratt,  of  San  Francisco,  whose  generosity  in  this 
respect  I  think  worthy  of  special  mention  and  commendation. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  mention  the  fact,  that  owing  to  the 
stringency  of  the  times,  it  has  been  more  difficult  to  collect 
these  subscriptions  than  was  expected.  But  I  am  happy  to 
state  that  at  this  date  there  is  collected  and  deposited  with 
^Messrs.  Ladd  &  Tilton  the  sum  of  $9,215.  A  list  of  the  sub¬ 
scribers  who  have  paid,  with  the  amounts,  is  hereto  annexed. 
I  would  recommend  that  it  be  entered  in  the  minutes  as  a 
part  of  the  report,  so  that  the  memory  of  their  good  deeds 
may  be  preserved  to  future  generations. 

STOCK  OR  ASSETS  OF  THE  ASSOCL\TIOX. 

The  stock  or  assets  of  the  Association  consist  of: 

Furniture,  costing . $  1,627  20 

Books,  costing . . .  io,Soi  54 

$12,428  74 

For  present  value,  deduct  one-third .  4042  91^ 

- $  8,285  82^ 

Cash  in  Home  fund .  95215  00 

$17,500  8224 

Deduct  liabilities .  650  oc 

Total  net  assets . $16,850  8244 

4  MEMBERSHIP  AXD  USE  OF  BOOKS. 

The  average  number  of  quarterly  members  during  the 
year,  as  shown  by  the  amount  of  dues  received,  is  237.  In 
1S73,  the  number  was  a  fraction  less.  The  3"early  members 
for  1874  numbered  23,  while  in  1873  there  were  only  io» 
The  life  memberships  are  still  limited  to  one. 

F or  the  details  of  the  working  of  the  Library,  I  refer  3’ou 
^o  the  Librarian’s  report.  From  it  you  will  see  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  volumes  loaned  in  1874  exceeds  that  in  1873  by  257r 
Besides  the  volumes  loaned,  the  department  of  the  Library y 
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consisting  of  dictionaries  and  other  works  of  reference,  not 
allowed  to  be  taken  out,  is  much  used  by  the  patrons  and 
visitors  of  the  Library.  No  actual  statistics  are  kept  under 
this  head,  but  my  observation  leads  me  to  conclude  that  more 
use  has  been  made  of  the  Library  in  this  respect,  during  the 
past  year,  than  any  prior  one. 

INCORPORATING  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

Article  IX.  of  the  Constitution  contemplates  that  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  shall  become  incorporated  “  as  soon  as  a  law  shall  be 
passed,  allowing  a  corporation  to  be  formed  embracing  sub¬ 
stantially  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution.”  The  Act, 
since  passed  for  the  incorporation  of  literary  and  other  socie¬ 
ties,  being  part  of  ChajDter  III.  of  the  Miscellaneous  Laws  of 
Oregon,  provides  for  the  incorporation  contemplated  by  this 
article  of  the  Constitution.  Under  the  Act  it  will  be  necessa¬ 
ry  for  the  Directors  to  execute  proper  articles  of  incorpora¬ 
tion  and  file  the  same  with  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
County  Clerk.  But  the  Constitution  contemplates  that  “  the 
expediency  of  becoming  incorporated”  shall  be  first  consid- 
.ered  or  passed  upon  by  the  members  of  the  Association. 

The  time  for  calling  a  special  meeting,  for  that  purpose,  as 
specified  in  Article  IX.,  has  long  since  passed  by,  but  I  appre¬ 
hend  there  is  no  difficulty  in  having  the  matter  considered  at  a 
regular  meeting  of  the  Association,  at  which,  according  to  Sec¬ 
tion  I  of  Article  IV.,  “  such  business  as  may  be  presented  ” 
may  be  transacted.  I,  therefore,  recommend  that  you  pass  a 
resolution  at  this  meeting  authorizing  the  Directors  to  become 
incorporated  under  the  Act  above  mentioned,  by  the  name  of 

The  Directors  of  the  Library  Association  of  Portland,”  or 
such  other  name  as  you  may  think  proper.  For  the  security 
and  certainty  of  the  ownership  of  the  property  and  funds  of 
the  Association  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  become  a  body 
corporate  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 
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GENERAL  CONDITION'  AND  FUTURE  SUPPORT  OF  THE 

ASSOCIATION. 

From  this  brief  statement  of  the  general  doings  and  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  Association,  you  will  see  that  we  are  still  making 
headway — at  least  keeping  up  with  the  growth  of  the  city 
and  the  progress  of  the  times.  All  well  informed  persons 
'  will  admit  that  this  Library  is  one  of  the  principal  features  of 
Portland  and  that  it  has  done  this  people  much  good.  To  the 
careful  observer,  its  good  effects  are  everywhere  visible  among 
us,  and  its  existence  is  an  honor  to  the  city.  It  has  been 
characterized  by  a  gentleman  of  taste  and  culture  from  the 
East,  in  a  public  address,  as  being  one  of  the  best  selected 
public  libraries  in  the  United  States,  and  the  one  thing  of 
which  Portland  should  be  proud. 

Yet  it  has  never  received  the  attention  and  aid  from  many 
of  our  wealthy  citizens  that  it  is  entitled  to  at  their  hands.  So 
far  as  they  are  concerned  it  has  been  left  to  struggle  through 
ten  years  of  existence,  depending  solely  upon  dues  for  its 
support,  and  the  care  and  labor  of  comparatively  a  few  per¬ 
sons  for  its  direction  and  management.  Indeed,  but  for  the 
generosity  of  one  of  our  own  members,  who  has  furnished  us 
these  elegant  and  commodious  rooms,  without  charge  for  six 
years,  it  is  doubtful  if  we  could  have  maintained  our  existence. 
After  great  exertion  during  the  past  three  years,  the  sum 
of  about  $9,000  has  been  contributed  by  the  public  for 
the  purpose  of  furnishing  the  Library  a  home,  while  it  should 
have  been  an  easy  task  to  have  raised  $20,000  for  such  pur¬ 
pose  in  the  same  time.  Many  persons  who  are  blessed  with' 
abundance  and  are  every  way  interested  in  what  concerns  the 
welfare  of  Portland,  have  refused  to  contribute  to  this  sum.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  yet  see  this  object  and  their  duty 
towards  it  in  its  true  light,  and  help  to  raise  this  fund  to 
$20,000  in  the  next  three  years.  During  the  latter  part  of 
the  last  year,  the  Directors  changed  the  mode  of  paying  dues 
so  as  to  permit  persons  to  pay  by  the  month  or  quarter,  as- 
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was  most  convenient  for  them.  It  was  thought  that  by  this 
means  that  many  persons  would  avail  themselves  of  the  ben¬ 
efits  of  the  Library  and  contribute  to  its  support,  who  other¬ 
wise  might  not  be  able  to.  So  far  the  experiment  seems  to 
work  well.  ,, 

The  Directors  have  also  considered  the  propriety  of  reduc¬ 
ing  the  quarterly  dues,  but  have  not  been  able  to  satisfy 
themselves  that  it  could  be  done  without  loss  to  the  revenue 
of  the  Association,  which  it  could  not  afford.  What  we  need 
is,  some  permanent  and  reliable  source  of  revenue  outside  of 
current  dues,  which  will  enable  the  Association  to  admit 
members  at  fifty  cents  a  month.  Probably  this  would  bring 
the  Library  within  the  reach  of  all  who  could  be  induced  to 
avail  themselves  of  its  privileges  upon  any  terms.  In  some 
cities  there  is  provision  by  law  for  aiding  and  supporting 
public  libraries  by  local  taxation. 

It  might  be  well  to  ask  the  next  legislature  to  authorize 
this  city  to  levy  a  ^  of  a  mill  tax  annually  for  the  benefit  of 
this  Library.  This  would  give  us  an  additional  income  of 
not  less  than  $3,000  a  year,  which  would  probably  enable 
us  to  put  the  monthly  dues  at  fifty  cents,  and  pay  rent  for  our 
rooms  until  the  home  fund  is  large  enough  to  provide  the 
Association  with  rooms  by  that  means.  I  make  the  sugges- 
tion  and  hope  it  will  be  considered  by  you  and  the  public  be¬ 
tween  now  and  the  meeting  of  the  next  legislature.  One 
word  of  warning  in  this  connection.  It  may  be  proposed  to 
grant  this  aid  upon  the  condition  that  the  control  of  the  Li¬ 
brary  is  given  over  to  the  city.  I  think,  on  the  whole,  this 
would  be  a  misfortune  rather  than  a  benefit.  In  the  end  it 
would  put  the  Library  up  to  be  scrambled  for  as  so  much  po¬ 
litical  patronage.  I  would  not  accept  a  cent  of  public  aid 
upon  any  such  terms.  As  organized,  at  present,  the  Library 
has  an  excellent  scheme  of  government,  and  one  which  is  cal¬ 
culated  to  make  it  a  means  of  elevating  and  advancing  the 
standard  of  public  taste  and  culture  rather  than  lowering  it. 
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Mr.  Oxer  is  still  retained  by  the  Directors  as  Recording 
Secretary  and  Librarian,  and  I  cannot  close  this  report,  with¬ 
out  commending  him  for  the  exemplary  manner  in  which  he 
has  discharged  the  duties  of  his  position. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MATTHEW  P.  DEADY, 

President  of  Library  Association. 
Portland-on-Wallamet,  Feb,  6,  1875, 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  subscribers  referred  to  in  the 
the  foregoing  report: 

Ben  Holladay, . $  500  00 

S.  G.  Reed,  ..........  ^00  00 

R.  R.  Thompson,  ^00  00 

C.  H.  Lewis,  ^00  00 

H.  Failing, .  500  00 

H.  W.^orbett, . 500  00 

G.  H.  Flanders,  -  . .  500  00 

O.  C.  Pratt,  -  250  00 

J.  McCraken, . 200  00 

B.  Goldsmith, . .  .  .  .  ,  200  00 

L.  White,  200  00 

P.  Wasserman,  .  ........  200  00 

Walter  Bros.,  -  -  .  -  . . 200  00 

Whalley  &  Fechheimer,  -  -  -  .  ....  200  00 

J.  C.  Hawthorne, . 200  cx> 

J.  S.  Smith,  -  200  00 

W.  L.  Halsey, . 200  00 

J.  Kanim,  200  00 

J.  P.  O.  Lownsdale, . 200  00 

Mrs,  C.  Couch, . 200  00 

J.  W.  Cook,  200  00 

S.  Sherlock,  -  joo  00 

Corbitt  &  Macleay,  -  100  00 

M.  S.  Burrell, . 100  00 

H.  Hewett,  -  -  -  -  .  -  .  .  .  .  100  00 

J.  Mayer, . 10000 

E.  Milwain, .  100  00 
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Hodge,  Calef  &  Co., 
W.  M.  Stark, 

Dr.  J.  T.  Ghiselin, 
Hawley,  Dodd  &  Co., 
C.  A.  Dolph, 

S.  G.  Skidmore, 

E.  J.  Northrup, 

C.  P.  Bacon, 

M.  Seller, 

A.  A.  Cohn,  - 
W.  Moffett, 

G.  V.  James, 

E.  M.  Burton, 

W.  Lair  Hill, 

L.  C.  Henrichsen, 
Hurgren  &  Shindler, 
W.  W.  Thayer,  - 

J.  Green, 

J.  M.  Strowbridge, 

I.  S.  Rosenbaum,  - 

J.  Lowenberg,  - 

H.  L.  Pittock, 

M.  Goldsmith, 

P.  D.  W.  Hardenburg, 

E.  A.  Cronin, 

C.  W.  Knowles, 

F,  Dekum, 

J.  Teal, 

J.  B.  Congle, 

Lewis  &  Strauss, 

A.  Zieber, 

J.  N.  Dolph, 

W.  H.  Harris, 

L.  Fleischner, 

N.  Lambert,  - 
Fishel  &  Roberts, 

E.  D.  Shattuck, 

S.  Hirsch,  - 
Alisky  &  Hegele,  - 
L.  C.  Millard, 

W.  Currier, 

E.  A.  Cunningham, 

L.  Ankeny, 

W.  Wadhams, 

W.  Jackson,  - 

T.  Dittenhoefer,  - 

Total, 


N 


$100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  oo 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
30  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 

$9,215  00 
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From  the  Librarian’s  Report  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  of  books 
loaned,  during  the  year  1874,  was  16,106,  classified  as  follows; 

Fiction,  11,214;  Histor)',  802;  Travels,  750;  Biography,  850;  Poetry, 
614;  Religion,  254;  Bound  Periodicals,  151;  Miscellaneous,  790;  Science, 
675 ;  Jurisprudence  and  Government,  6. 

That  during  the  same  period  505  volumes  were  added  to  the  Libranr  bv 
purchase,  at  a  cost  of  $787  85,  and  47  by  donation,  which  made  the  whole 
number  of  volumes  then  in  the  Library  7,378,  classified  as  follows: 

Fiction,  2,200 ;  History,  653;  Travels,  494;  Biography,  700;  Science,  669; 
Poetry,  379;  Religion,  336;  Miscellaneous,  939;  Jurisprudence  and  Govern¬ 
ment,  277;  Military  and  Law,  94;  Bound  Periodicals,  537. 

That  the  whole  number  of  members  belonging  to  the  Association  was  286, 
classified  as  follows : 

Life,  i;  Honorary',  ii;  Yearly,  8;  ^Quarterly,  248;  Monthly,  18;  and 
during  the  year  413  persons  were  members  some  portion  of  the  time,  of  which 
22  were  yearly  and  391  quarterly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry  Failing,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  it  was  expedient  that  the  Directors  of  the  Association  be¬ 
come  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Oregon,  by  the  name  and  style  of  “The 
Directors  of  the  Library-  Association  of  Portland.” 


TWELFTH 

Annual  Meeting,  Feb.  5,  1876. 

The  President,  Mr.  Matthew  P.  Deady,  read  the  follo^^-ing  report: 

To  the  JSIeyjibers  of  the  Library  AssociatioJi  of  Portland : 

In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  tire  Constitution,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  an  account  of  “  the  general 
doings  and  condition  of  the  Association”  during  the  year  i  S75? 
together  with  some  suggestions  as  to  its  future  working  and 
prosperity. 

To  begin  with,  it  may  well-  be  said  of  1S75  as  was  said  of 
1S74,  in  my  last  report:  “The  Library,  in  common  with  all 
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institutions  which  depend  upon  the  voluntary  patronage  of 
the  public,  has  felt  the  effect  of  the  dullness  of  the  times  and 
the  scarcity  of  money  during  the  past  year.” 

PERPETUAL  MEMBERSHIPS. 

On  this  account  and  with  a  view  of  placing  the  Library 
upon  an  independent  financial  basis  and  beyond  the  influence 
of  the  fluctuations  in  “  the  times,”  the  Directors  have  ap¬ 
proved  a  plan  for  obtaining  an  endowment  of  $10,000  for 
the  purpose  of  furnishing  the  Library  with  a  regular  and  re¬ 
liable  income  for  the  purchase  of  reading  matter. 

On  November  19,  1875,  at  the  request  of  the  Directors,  the 
undersigned  published  an  address  in  the  Daily  Oregonian^ 
“setting  forth  the  nature  of  the  proposed  plan  and  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  commending  it  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  patrons  and  friends  of  the  Association.”  From  it,  per¬ 
mit  me  to  quote  the  following  account  of  the  proposed  mode 
of  raising  this  endowment:  “It  is  now  proposed  to  add  to 
the  life  and  yearly  membership,  a  class  to  be  designated  Per¬ 
petual  memberships,  who  will  be  electors  and  practically 
stockholders  in  the  corporation.  The  terms  upon  which 
these  memberships  are  proposed  to  be  disposed  of,  are  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Each  membership  to  be  sold  for  $350,  payable  In  not  less 
than  $50  cash,  and  a  note  payable  in  not  more  than  four 
annual  and  equal  installments,  with  interest  thereon,  paya¬ 
ble  quarterly,  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum  per  annum. 
The  memberships  are  to  be  perpetual  and  may  be  transferred 
or  devised,  as  any  other  personal  property.  It  is  proposed  to 
sell  not  less  than  forty  of  them,  or  in  other  words,  to  take  the 
subscriptions  for  them  upon  the  condition  that  forty  or  more 
shall  be  taken,  so  that  each  subscriber  may  feel  assured  that 
he  is  not  giving  his  money  in  furtherance  of  this  object,  with¬ 
out  a  sufficient  sum  being  substantially  pledged  to  secure  the 
desired  end.  *  ❖  4:  *  With  a  sure  and  permanent  in¬ 

come  of  over  $1,000  a  year,  from  this  source,  devoted  solely 
to  the  purchase  of  reading  matter,  the  Association  would  be 
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able  to  atquire  annually  a  considerable  number  of  standard 
works,  besides  keeping  a  full  supply  of  the  best  and  most  useful 
of  the  current  literature  of  the  day.  It  may  be,  also,  that  thisdn- 
come  would  enable  it  to  reduce  the  monthly  dues  to  fifty 
cents,  and  thus  materially  extend  the  benefits  and  usefulness 
of  the  institution.  All  persons  who  are  interested  in  the  wel¬ 
fare  and  good  name  of  this  city,  and  particularly  those  upon 
whom  God  has  cast  the  burden  of  being  stewards  of  his 
riches,  ought  to  feel  that  this  Library  has  special  demands 
upon  them,  and  that  they  are  bound  according  to  their  ability 
to  help  maintain  it.” 

Owing  to  pressure  of  official  business,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  give  much  time  or  attention  to  securing  subscribers  for 
these  Perpetual  memberships.  But  so  far,  I  am  quite  en¬ 
couraged  with  the  result,  and  have  great  confidence  that  we 
shall  succeed  in  having  them  all  taken  hy  the  generous  and 
public  spirited  citizens  of  Portland  within  the  next  six 
months.  Already  seventeen  have  been  subscribed  for,  and 
negotiations  are  pending  for  several  more  with  the  prospect 
of  a  favorable  termination. 

It  now  remains  for  the  Association  to  ratify  what  has  been 
done  by  the  Directors  towards  providing  for  this  endowment, 
by  adopting  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  providing  for 
such  memberships,  which  may  be  denominated  Sections  5 
and  6  of  Article  II.  A  draft  of  such  amendment  is  herewith 
submitted  for  vour  consideration  and  action. 

IXCORPORATIOX  OF  THE  ASSOCIATIOX. 

On  November  15,  1875,  the  Directors,  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  passed  by  your  body  at  the  last  annual  meeting 
thereof,  and  Article  IX.  of  the  Constitution,  duly  executed 
articles  of  incorporation  under  Chapter  III.  of  the  Miscella¬ 
neous  laws  of  Oresfon. 

These  articles  provide  that  this  corporation  shall  be  known 
as  “  The  Directors  of  the  Library  Association  of  Portland,” 
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and  declare  that  its  objects  “  are  to  maintain  a  Library  and 
Reading  Rooms,  to  collect  and  preserve  a  cabinet,  scientific 
apparatus,  and  works  of  arl,  at  the  city  of  Portland.” 


THE  HOME  FUND. 

This  fund,  which  amounts  to  $9,215,  has  been  deposited 
with  Messrs.  Ladd  &  Tilton  since  its  collection  at  the  close 
of  the  year  1S74.  By  a  vote  of  the  Directors,  they  have 
been  authorized  to  loan  the  money  for  the  benefit  ot  the 
fund  ;  and  I  am  informed  that  they  have  negotiated  a  loan 
of  the  whole  amount  for  the  term  of  five  years  from  and  after 
the  first  of  March  next,  at  one  per  centum  per  month,  on  pro¬ 
ductive  real  property  in  this  city,  which  will  give  us  an  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  fund  of  over  $900  per  annum. 

It  is  hoped  that  accruing  interest  and  further  contributions* 
will  increase  this  fund  in  the  next  five  years  to  $20,000,  in 
which  case  the  Association  will  then  be  able  to  provide  a> 
permanent  home  for  the  Library. 

LIBRARY  ROOMS. 

On  November  3,  1875,  Mr.  Ladd  addressed  a  communica- 
to  the  Association,  tendering  it  indefinitely  the  further  use  of 
the  rooms  which,  by  his  generosity,  we  have  occupied  for  the 
last  seven  years  free  of  rent,  together  with  the  room  late.ly 
occupied  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  Association.  The  Directors 
thankfully  accepted  the  good  gift  and  at  once  took  steps  to 
have  the  rooms  altered,  cleaned  and  refurnished,  so  as  ta 
make  them  as  convenient  and  attractive  as  possible.  The 
matter  was  entrusted  to  the  Committee  on  Rooms — Messrs. 
Failing,  Blum  and  Corbett,  who  had  the  rooms  whitened^ 
painted  and  re-carpeted,  the  book  room  much  enlarged  and 
the  corner  room,  formerly  used  fora  chess  room,  fitted  up  for 
a  paper  and  reading  room. 
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The  improvement  in  the  convenience  and  appearance  of 
the  rooms  is  very  marked,  and  the  Committee  are  entitled  to 
much  credit  and  the  thanks  of  the  Association,  for  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  have  done  their  work,  and  the  time  and 
attention  they  have  given  the  matter.  It  is  proposed  to 
make  the  west  room  the  chess  room,  and  it  will  soon,  be  ready 
for  use.  The  cost  of  these  alterations  and  repairs  do  not  fall 
within  the  expenditures  of  the  year  1875,  though  most  of  the 
work  was  done  before  January  i,  1876.  When  completed,  it 
is  estimated  the  cost  will  be  between  $900  and  $1,000.  A 
subscription  has  been  started  to  meet  this  extraordinary  ex¬ 
pense,  with  the  following  result:  Henry  W.  Corbett,  $150. 
C.  H.  Lewis,  $150;  Henry  Failing,  $150;  Wm.  Wadhams, 
$10. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  young  men  and  others  of  the  city 
who  may  not  feel  able  to  take  a  perpetual  membership  or 
contribute  to  the  Home  fund,  will  see  the  propriety  of  giving 
something  once  in  seven  years,  at  least,  towards  making  these 
rooms  a  profitable  and  pleasant  place  in  which  to  spend  their 
spare  hours. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

The  receipts  of  the  Association  for  the  year  1875  were  as 
follows : 


Fronj  yearly  dues . $  250  00 

From  quarterly  dues .  2,232  cx) 

From  proceeds  of  lecture  by  Mr.  Fechheimer .  118  75 

From  fines .  65  05 

From  sale  of  papers . 19 

From  sale  of  books .  14  75 


Total . $2,700  35 

Receipts  for  1874  entered  in  account  of  1875 . :  . . . .  I79  62 


$2,879  97 
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The  expenditures  for  the  same  period  were  as  follows: 

For  Librarian . . ?■ . $1,200  00 

For  books .  476  00 

For  papers  and  periodicals .  326  71 

P'or  gas .  282  00 

For  fuel .  123  75 

For  binding  books .  42  38 

For  insurance .  104  20 

For  janitor .  144  00 

For  incidentals .  129  39 

$2,828  43 

Total  receipts  in  1875 . - . $2,879  97 

Total  expenditures  in  1875 .  2,828  43 

Net  gain  in  1875 .  $  51  54 

Indebtedness  of  1874 .  624  91 

Indebtedness  of  Association  December  31,  1875 .  $573  37 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  although  our  re¬ 
ceipts  were  considerably  less  in  1875  than  in  1874,  we  man¬ 
aged  to  limit  our  expenditures  so  as  to  reduce  the  indebted¬ 
ness  by  even  the  small  sum  of  $51  54  rather  than  increase  it, 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  BOOKS. 

During  the  year  1875,  454  persons  were  members  of  the 
Association,  classified  as  follows:  Life,  i;  Yearly,  10;  Quar¬ 
terly,  280;  Monthly,  152;  Honorary,  ii.  The  average  num¬ 
bers  paying  by  the  month  or  quarter  during  the  year,  as 
shown  by  the  amount  of  dues  received,  was  186  against  237 
in  1874 — a  falling  off  of  nearly  twenty-five  per  centum. 

The  whole  number  of  books  loaned  during  the  year  1875 
was  12,262  against  16,106  in  the  year  1874 — a  falling  of  near 
twenty  per  centum,  while,  as  has  been  stated,  the  decrease 
in  the  readers  was  near  twenty-five  per  centum. 

But  these  figures  do  not  give  a  full  idea  of  the  use 
made  of  the  Library  by  its  friends  and  patrons.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  volumes  loaned,  there  are  quite  a  number  of 
valuable  and  rare  works  of  reference  and  art  which  are  not 
kept  for  circulation.  These  are  consulted  largely  by  the 
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patrons  of  the  Library.  In  fact,  the  institution  is  becoming 
more  and  more  a  place  where  books  are  not  only  kept,  but 
where  they  are  read  and  studied.  In  addition  to  these,  there 
are  a  large  number  of  valuable  papers  and  periodicals  kept 
upon  the  tables  and  stands  of  the  Association  which  are  con¬ 
stantly  read  by  a  large  number  of  persons. 

There  are  now  in  the  Library  7,785  volumes;  and  during 
the  year  1875,  407  volumes  have  been  added  to  it — 363  of 
them  by  purchase,  at  a  cost  of  $461  25,  and  44  by  gift  from 
various  persons. 

For  further  details  concerning  the  circulation  of  the  Libra¬ 
ry,  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Oxer,  the  Librarian. 

PROPERTY  AND  ASSETS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

The  property  and  assets  of  the  Association  consist  of  its 
books,  furniture  and  funds,  specified  as  follows : 

Books,  cost . $11,262  79 

Furniture .  i>627  20 

$12,889  99 

Deduct  X  wear  and  tear .  3,222  49 

- $9,667  50 

Cash  in  Home  Fund .  9,215  00 

Total  assets . $18,882  50 

ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Section  4,  of  Article  III.  of  the  Constitution  provides,  that 
“At  the  annual  meeting  in  1866,. and  every  two  years  there¬ 
after,  two  persons  shall  be  chosen  to  fill  the  places  of  the  out¬ 
going  Directors,  to  hold  their  office  for  ten  years.” 

The  “outgoing  Directors”  at  this  meeting  are  Matthew  P.. 
Deady  and  H.  W.  Corbett.  The  latter  was  appointed  by  the 
Board  on  April  7th,  1875,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
removal  of  L.  H.  Wakefield  from  the  State.  IMr.  Wakefield 
was  an  active  and  earnest  friend  of  the  Library  from  the  time 
of  its  organization  until  his  removal  to  San  Francisco. 
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Mr.  Corbett  was  one  of  the  founders  and  original  Directors 
of  the  Association.  The  institution  has  always  received  a 
liberal  share  of  his  time  and  money,  and  I  hope  we  may  be 
able  to  secure  his  services  and  counsel  as  Director  for  the 
coming  ten  years. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  suc¬ 
cessful  maintenance  of  this  Library  since  1864.  Twelve  years 
ago,  without  any  resources  or  aid  save  a  subscription  of 
$3,500,  and  the  faith  and  true  friendship  of  comparatively  a 
few  persons,  it  opened  its  portals  to  the  public,  and  by  the 
same  means  has  kept  them  so  ever  since,  and  also  increased 
its  property  at  least  six  fold. 

I  will  not  undertake  to  state  the  advantages  which  this  city 
and  people  have  received  from  it  in  that  time,  but  it  may  be 
safely  assumed  that  it  has  been  by  no  means  the  least  potent 
and  effective  agency  engaged  in  the  culture  and  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  latter,  and  that  it  has  given  the  former  as  much 
credit  and  character  abroad,  as  any  association  or  institution, 
within  its  limits. 

Let  us  then  take  hope  and  resolve  that  the  Library  shall 
continue  to  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  city,  and  be  an 
honor  and  blessing  to  the  present  and  future  commercial 
metropolis  of  the  North  Pacific;  and  that  ere  another  five 
years  has  been  numbered  with  the  past,  it  shall  be  found  no 
longer  dependent  for  shelter  upon  the  generosity  of  one 
good  friend,  but  under  its  own  roof,  with  “ample  room  and 
verge  enough  ”  to  contain  the  winged  messengers  of  the  press 
from  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  and  to  hold  and  keep 
within  the  reach  and  use  of  its  inhabitants,  the  gathered 
treasures  of  history,  religion,  law,  literature,  science  and  art. 

MATTHEW  P.  DEADY, 
President  of  the  Library  Association. 

Portland,  Feb.  5,  1876. 
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From  the  Librarian’s  report  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  of  books 
loaned  during  the  year  1875  was  12,262,  classified  as  follows: 

Fiction,  8,785;  History,  570;  Travels,  640;  Biography,  514;  Science,  436; 
Poetr}%  452;  Religion,  224;  Bound  Periodicals,  116;  Miscellaneous,  51 1; 
Jurisprudence  and  Government,  14. 

That  during  the  same  period  363  volumes  were  added  to  the  Library  by 
purchase,  at  a  cost  of  $461  25,  and  44  by  donation,  which  made  the  whole 
number  of  volumes  then  in  the  Library"  7,785,  classified  as  follows: 

Fiction,  2,386;  History,  680;  Travels,  519;  Biography,  746;  Science,  699; 
Bound  Periodicals,  555;  Religion,  354;  Miscellaneous,  956;  Jurisprudence 
and  Government,  292;  Poetry,  404;  Military  and  Law,  194. 

That  the  whole  number  of  members  .belonging  to  the  Association  was  280, 
classified  as  follows : 

Life,  i;  Honorary,  ii;  Quarterly,  222;  Monthly,  38;  and  during  the  year, 
454  persons  were  members  some  portion  of  the  time,  of  which  10  were  Yearly; 
280  Quarterly,  and  152  Monthly. 

At  this  meeting,  Mr.  Henry  W.  Corbett  and  Matthew  P.  Deady  were 
elected  Directors  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  their  previous  terms  of  office  having 
expired. 


THIRTEENTH 

Annual  Meeting,  February  3,  1877. 

The  President,  Mr.  Matthew  P.  Deady,  read  the  following  report : 

To  the  jSIemhers  of  the  Library  Association  of  Portland  : 

As  required  by  tlie  Constitution  of  the  Association,  I  here¬ 
by  report  to  you  “  the  general  doings  and  condition  of  the 
Association”  for  and  during  the  year  1S76. 

So  far  as  the  Librarj"  is  concerned,  the  year  has  been 
one  of  comparative  usefulness  and  prosperity.  Financially 
considered,  it  is  now  in  a  far  better  condition  than  it  ever  has 
been,  and  may  be  regarded  as  somewhat  independent  of  the 
ordinary  ups  and  downs  of  good  and  bad  times. 
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LIBRARY  ROOMS. 

During  the  year,  the  Committee  on  Rooms  has  completed 
the  alteration,  cleaning  and  refurnishing  of  the  rooms,  begun 
at  the  close  of  1875,  and  spoken  of  in  the  President’s  report 
for  that  year.  All  the.  rooms  were  thoroughly  cleaned, 
whitened  and  recarpeted.  The  book  room  was  much  en¬ 
larged.  The  corner  room,  formerly  used  for  a  chess  room, 
was  conveniently  and  comfortably  fitted  up  for  a  paper  and 
reading  room — the  west  room  furnished  as  a  chess  room,  and 
the  light  pendents  and  gas  burners  were  changed  in  all  the 
rooms  so  as  to  furnish  much  additional  light.  The  general 
effect  of  these  improvements,  changes  and  repairs,  has  been 
to  make  the  rooms  much  more  convenient,  commodious  and 
attractive.  The  whole  cost  of  the  same,  the  details  of  which 
may  be  seen  in  the  table  of  expenditures,  amounted  to 
$853  99. 

HOME  FUND. 

This  fund,  amounting  to  $9,215,  was  raised  by  subscription 
in  the  years  1S73-4  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  Library 
a  Home,  and  deposited  with  Messrs.  Ladd  &  Tilton.  Under 
the  direction  of  the  Board,  Ladd  &  Tilton,  on  February  24, 
1876,  loaned  the  same  upon  note  and  mortgage  upon  productive, 
city  property,  at  one  per  centum  per  month,  payable  month¬ 
ly.  At  the  time  of  making  the  loan,  Ladd  &  Tilton  ad¬ 
vanced  the  Association  a  sum  sufficient  to  make  the  amount 
$10,000,  and  the  Finance  Committee  report  that  at  the  close 
of  the  year  the  interest  on  the  loan  had  ‘repaid  the  advance 
with  interest  and  |i66  86  over. 

The  yearly  income  from  this  fund  is  now  $1,200,  and  by 
the  time  this  loan  falls  due,  if  the  accumulations  of  interest  are 
kept  well  loaned,  it  will  amount  to  over  |20,ooo. 

In  the  meantime  we  hope  to  make  substantial  additions  to 
it  from  the  contributions  of  such  of  our  fellow  citizens  as  have 
not  yet  seen  their  way  clear  to  aid  in  this  good  work.  In- 
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deed  we  ought  by  this  means  to  swell  this  fund  by  that  time 
to  $30,000. 

Then  if  some  large  hearted  friends  will  provide  us  with  a 
suitable  lot  worth  one-third  of  that  sum,  as  they  doubtless 
will,  we  will  be  able  to  erect  a  Library  building  which  will 
be  a  credit  to  Portland  and  an  honorable  monument  to  all 
concerned. 

BOOK  FUND. 

In  accordance  with  the  plan  approved  by  the  Association 
at  its  last  annual  meeting,  subscriptions  were  obtained  for 
forty-eight  Perpetual  memberships  at  $250  each.  Of  these 
forty-six  have  been  settled  for  by  cash  and  notes — fourteen  by 
cash  and  thirty-two  by  cash,  850  each,  and  notes  payable  m 
equal  and  annual  installments,  with  interest,  for  the  remain¬ 
der.  It  is  expected  that  the  other  two  subscribers  will  soon 
settle  their  subscriptions,  and  that  ere  long  the  Perpetual 
memberships  will  be  increased  to  fifty.  The  money  derived 
from  these  memberships  constitutes  the  Book  fund  of  the  As¬ 
sociation,  and  the  interest  arising  from  it  is  devoted  exclusively 
to  the  purchase  of  reading  matter.  As  will  be  seen  from 
the  foregoing,  this  fund  now  amounts  to  811,500.  On  August 
17,  1S76,  the  Finance  Committee,  by  direction  of  the  Boardy 
loaned  $5,000  of  this  fund  for  five  years  on  note  and  mortgage 
on  productive  city  property,  at  ten  per  centum  per  annumy 
payable  quarterly.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  Treasurer 
reports  of  this  fund  as  follows:  Loaned,  85,000;  notes  of 
subscribers,  $6,150;  cash,  $350;  total,  811,500. 

By  means  of  this  fund  we  are  secured  in  an  income  of  not 
less  than  $1,100  a  year  for  the  purchase  of  reading  matter, 
and  when  it  is  increased  to  812,500,  as  it  will  be  when  we 
have  obtained  the  full  fifty  Perpetual  members,  there  will  be 
an  income  of  at  least  $1,200  available  for  that  purpose.  With 
this  end  accomplished,  we  may  consider  the  income  of 
the  Book  fund  equal  to  the  ordinary  wants  of  the  Library, 
and  rely  upon  the  natural  increase  of  this  membership  to  keep 
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the  fund  up  to  the  growth  of  the  town  and  the  wants  of  the 
institution.  The  liberality  and  public  spirit  displayed  by 
many  persons  in  taking  these  memberships  is  very  much  to 
iheir  credit  and  gives  assurance  that  the  Library  is  regarded 
with  the  favor  which  I  trust  it  deserves  and  will  maintain. 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

The  receipts  of  the  Association  for  1876  were  as  follows: 

Donations — Henry  W.  Corbett,  $150;  C.  H.  Lewis,  $150;  Hen¬ 
ry  Failing,  $150  ;  Lehman  Blum,  $20;  William  Wadhams,  $io,$  480  00 


Yearly  dues .  25  00 

Monthly  dues .  2,212  50 

Fines .  76  55 

Concerts .  504  00 

Income  of  Book  fund .  629  50 

Sales  of  books .  7  20 

Sales  of  newspapers .  57 


Total  current  receipts . $35  992  *35 


Besides  this  amount,  there  was  received  $11,500  in  cash 
and  notes  upon  the  sale  of  Perpetual  memberships,  as  stated 
above,  making  the  gross  receipts  of  the  year,  in  cash  and 
notes,  $15,492  35. 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period  were  as  follows: 


Librarian . $1,200  00 

Books .  626  38 

Periodicals  and  papers .  3^3  75 

Gas .  433  95 

Fuel . : .  7320 

Binding  books .  80  62 

Insurance .  104  00 

Janitor . ! .  144  ^ 

Painting  and  kalsomining .  82  00 

Incidentals .  62  21 

F urniture — Carpet . $4^9  5° 

“  Shelving,  partition,  etc .  237*00 

“  Stove  and  fixtures .  30  00 

“  Gas  fixtures . 53  4° 

“  Matting,  shades,  etc .  64  21 

“  Seal  and  press .  13  00 

“  Chessmen . 2  00 

“  Screwdriver  and  hammer .  2  63 

“  Water  cooler .  6  00 —  817  74 

Repairs  to  furniture .  35  7^ 


Total  expenditures 


$35974  38 
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This  is  the  account  as  it  appears  upon  the  books,  but  the 
Finance  Committee  deduct  from  this  sum  $ii  50  paid  on  ac¬ 
count  of  this  furniture  by  warrant  In  1875,  which  makes  the 
item  for  furniture  and  repairs  of  same  in  1876  as  per  such  re¬ 
port,  $842.  Taking  the  report  of  the  Committee  as  a  guide 
the  account  stands  thus: 


Receipts  for  1876 . . . $35  992  35 

Expenditures  for  1876 .  3s962  85 

Net  gain  for  1876 .  29  50 


Indebtedness  of  1875,  $573  37  ;  of  1876,  $543  87. 

The  receipts  of  the  Association  for  the  year  1875  were 
$2,709  35.  The  expenditures  for  the  same  period  were 
$2,828  43. 

From  this  statement  It  appears  that  the  current  receipts  of 
187,6  exceeded  those  of  1875  by  the  sum  of  81,283  60,  of 
which  $984  was  derived  from  donations  and  concerts.  But 
deducting  this  sum  there  still  remains  a  gain  of  S299  60  in 
the  receipts  from  the  ordinary  sources  of  income  for  the  year 
1876  over  the  previous  one.  The  expenses  for  1876  also  ex¬ 
ceed  those  of  1875  by  the  sum  of  81,134  42,  of  which  8904  02 
was  an  extraordinary  expenditure  incurred  in  improving  and 
furnishing  the  rooms  and  repairing  the  furniture.  Deducting 
this  ■sum  from  the  gross  expenditures,  the  ordinary  or  current 
expenditures  of  1876  appear  to  have  been  $210  40  more  than 
those  of  the  previous  year. 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  debt  of  the  Association  on  December  31? 
1876,  was  $743  47  instead  of  8543  87  as  above  stated.  The 
apparent  discrepancy  arises  In  this  way: 

By  the  contract  with  the  Librarian  $100. of  his  salary  is 
reserved.  When  he  quits  the  employment  of  the  Association,, 
this  sum  will  become  due  him,  unless  we  have  some  counter 
claim  against  it.  Heretofore  this  sum  has  not  been  reported 
as  part  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Association.  Neither  have 
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the  bills  for  December  been  taken  into  the  account  for  the 
year,  as  they  are  not  audited  until  the  January  meeting  of  the 
Board.  Therefore,  in  practice,  the  statement  of  expenditures 
for  any  year  has  in  fact  included  those  of  the  December  of  the 
previous  year  and  not  those  of  the  one  in  question.  But  on 
Decemher  31,  1876,  the  books  of  the  Association  contained  a 
credit  to  the  Librarian  of  the  $100  reserved  salary,  as  also 
$100  for  his  salary  for  that  month,  and  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  finding  this  $200  on  the  books  have  included  it  in 
their  statement  of  the  indebtedness  of  1S76.  The  remaining 
difference  of  forty  cents  arises  from  an  error  in  the  addition 
of  the  accounts  for  some  previous  year  now  discovered  by  the 
Committee. 

It  is  true  then  that  the  actual  liabilities  of  the  Association 
on  December  31,  1876,  was  $743  47,  and  also  the  other  De¬ 
cember  bills  amounting  to  $246  19,  making  the  aggregate 
indebtedness  at  that  date  $989  66.  These  bills  ($246  19) 
have  since  been  audited  and  paid  out  of  the  January  receipts 
of  the  present  year.  As  will  be  seen  from  this  explanation, 
this  apparent  increase  of  indebtedness  in  1876  over  that  of 
1875,  as  stated  in  the  President’s  annual  report  for  that  year, 
does  not  arise  from  a  relative  decrease  of  receipts  or  increase 
of  expenditures,  but  from  the  fact  of  the  expenditures  for 
thirteen  months  being  charged  to  this  year,  as  well  as 
the  $100  reserved  on  the  Librarian’s  salary.  Of  this 
$989  66,  |88i  being  incurred  for  working  expenses  other 
than  reading  matter,  is  a  charge  upon  the  monthly  dues. 
If  some  means  were  found  to  discharge  it,  there  seems  every 
reason  to  believe  that  thereafter  we  could  get  along  and  make 
both  ends  meet.  ' 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  distinguished  artist  who  is 
about  to  visit  our  city,  might  be  induced  to  do  for  us  what 
she  did  for  the  Library  of  San  Francisco  a  few  years  since — 
give  a  concert  for  the  benefit  of  the  Association — and  there- 
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by  enable  us  to  get  rid  of  this  lingering  legacy  of  the  dull 
times  of  the  last  few  years. 

ASSETS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

The  assets  of  the  Association  consist  of  its  books,  furniture 
and  funds,  reported  by  the  Finance  Committee  as  follows: 


Books,  cost . $11,875  47 

Furniture,  cost .  2,469  60 

$14,345  07 

Deduct  one-third  for  wear  and  tear...' .  4? 7^1  69 

$  9^563  38 

Home  fund,  cash .  10,166  86 

Book  fund,  notes  and  cash .  II,5^  ^ 

Income  of  book  fund .  15  61 

Total  assets . $31,245  85 

Deduct  indebtedness  as  above .  989  69 


Total  net  assets . $30,256  16 


In  this  statement  $35  78  expended  in  repairs  upon  furni¬ 
ture  are,  as  I  think,  incorrectly  counted  as  furniture.  De¬ 
ducting  this  item  from  the  cost  as  above,  leaves  $2,438  82. 
Neither  are  the  books  which  have  been  presented  to  the  Li¬ 
brary  from  time  to  time  taken  into  the  above  account,  but 
only  such  as  have  been  purchased  by  the  Association. 

This  is  a  showing  which  the  Association  may  well  be 
proud  of,  and  one  that  should  stimulate  the  members,  patrons 
and  friends  of  the  Library  to  see  that  the  future  keeps  pace 
In  this  respect  with  the  past. 

BOOKS  AND  MEMBERSHIP. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1875  there  were  7,785  volumes  in 

the  Library.  During  the  past  year  there  was  added  to  these 

♦ 

408  volumes — 380  by  purchase,  at  a  cost  of  $626  38,  and  28 
by  gift  from  various  persons,  making  at  the  close  of  1876  In 
all  8,193  volumes.  The  cost  of  the  volumes  added  during 
the  year  is  an  indication  of  their  character — particularly 
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when  it  is  remembered  that  we  purchase  at  a  discount  from 
catalogue  prices  of  25  per  centum.  It  is  believed  that  most 
of  the  current  publications  in  the  English  language,  of  gene¬ 
ral  interest  and  utility,  are  placed  upon  our  shelves  in  due 
season,  besides  many  popular,  special,  rare,  curious  and  ele¬ 
gant  works  collected  from  far  and  near. 

The  whole  number  of  books  loaned  during  the  year  1876 
was  13,304,  against  13,262  in  1S75,  an  increase  of  about  eight 
per  centum. 

The  periodicals  and  the  newspapers  of  the  Library  and  the 
increased  facilities  for  using  them  and  reading  generally,  has 
added  much  to  its  attractiveness  during  the  past  year.  The 
selection  and  supply  of  these  has  devolved  mainly  upon  Mr. 
Schuyler  of  the  Library  Committee.  The  Association  are 
indebted  to  him  for  much  care  and  attention  in  this  respect, 
as  well  as  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  Treasurer 
of  the  Association.  The  publishers  of  most  of  the  newspa- 
papers  published  in  the  Territories  of  Washington  and  Idaho, 
and  our  own  State,  kindly  continue  to  furnish  us  with  their 
publications  free  of  charge. 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-four  persons  were  members  of  the 
Association  during  some  portion  of  the  year  1876.  Of  these 
there  were:  Perpetual,  46;  Life,  i;  Yearly,  2;  Quarterly, 
126;  and  247  Monthly  members.  This  shows  that  the  ten¬ 
dency  is  to  subscribe  by  the  month  rather  than  the  quarter, 
the  cost  being  the  same,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  Library  rather 
gains  than  loses  by  it,  while  its  sphere  of  usefulness  is  thereby 
certainly  enlarged.  The  average  number  of  those  paying  by 
the  month  and  quarter  was  in  whole  numbers  184,  against 
186  in  1875.  addition  to  these  there  were  for  the  last 
nine  months  of  this  year,  46  Perpetual  members,  equivalent 
to  $863  50  of  dues,  and  two  Yearly  members,  equal  to  $50  of 
the  same.  The  whole  sum  received  for  membership — 13,135 
— is  equal  to  260  5-12  Monthly  members  for  the  whole  year, 
against  206  10-12  of  such  members  for  the  year  1875. 
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For  further  details  concerning  the  circulation  and  use  of 
the  Library,  you  are  referred  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Oxer,  who 
still  continues  toserve  as  Librarian,  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
public  and  the  satisfaction  of  the  Directors. 

CATALOGUE  AND  REPORTS. 

The  present  urgent  want  of  this  Library  is  a  good  cata¬ 
logue;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  means  will  be  devised 
during  this  year  to  publish  one.  The  first  and  principal  dif¬ 
ficulty  is  the  cost.  A  catalogue  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
copies  might  be  published  and  bound  as  fast  as  desired  for 
sale.  In  a  couple  of  years  a  supplemental  sheet  might  be 
added  and  bound  with  the  original,  and  so  on,  until  the  whole 
number  was  disposed  of.  It  does  seem  reasonable  that  all  the 
regular  patrons  of  this  Library  would  be  willing  to  pay  one 
dollar  a  copy  for  such  a  catalogue,  and  that  by  this  means  a 
sufficient  amount  could  be  raised  to  publish  it. 

Our  annual  reports  and  proceedings  were  published  in 
pamphlet  form,  up  to  1S72,  but  since  then  they  have  not 
been  published  otherwise  than  in  the  newspapers.  Since 
then  some  important  changes  have  been  made  in  the  Consti¬ 
tution  and  management  of  the  Association,  and  there  is  no 
convenient  record  of  them  at  hand.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
the  reports  and  proceedings  of  the  years  since  1871  should  be 
collected  and  published  in  pamphlet  form.  If  any  one  will 
undertake  to  raise  the  means,  I  will  see  to  the  preparation 
and  publication  of  them. 

MATTHEW  P.  DEADY, 

President  of  Library  Association. 

Portland,  February  3,  1877. 


Upon  motion  of  William  Strong,  Esq.,  the  thanks  of  the 
Association  were  voted  to  the  President,  Hon.  Matthew  P. 
Deady,  for  the  industry,  zeal  and  energy  which  had  charac- 
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terized  his  official  connection  with  the  Association,  and  es¬ 
pecially  in  obtaining  the  subscriptions  to  the  Home  and 
Book  funds,  thereby  adding  over  $20,000  to  its  financial 
strength ; 

And  upon  motion  of  Mr.  Henry  Failing,  it  was  voted  to 
recommend  to  the  Directors  to  cause  the  reports  and  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  annual  meetings  since  1871  to  be  published  in 
pamphlet  form  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  the  finances  would 
permit,  and  also  to  take  into  consideration  the  matter  of  pub¬ 
lishing  a  catalogue. 


From  the  Librarian’s  report  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  of  books 
loaned  during  the  year  1876  was  13,304,  classified  as  follows: 

Fiction,  9,600;  History,  495;  Travels,  745;  Biography,  743;  Science,  492; 
Poetry,  274;  Religion,  79;  Bound  Periodicals,  7;  Miscellaneous,  834;  Juris¬ 
prudence  and  Government,  35. 

That  during  the  same  period  380  volumes  were  added  to  the  Library  by 
purchase,  at  a  cost  of  $626  38,  and  28  by  donation,  which  made  the  whole 
number  of  volumes  then  in  the  Library  8,193,  classified  as  follows: 

Fiction,  2,566;  History,  703;  Travels,  536;  Biography,  793;  Science,  740> 
Poetry,  452;  Religion,  363;  Bound  Periodicals,  555;  Miscellaneous,  999; 
Jurisprudence  and  Government,  292;  Military  and  Law,  194. 

That  the  whole  number  of  members  belonging  to  the  Association  was  301, 
classified  as  follows : 

Life,  i;  Perpetual,  46;  Yearly,  2;  Honorary,  10;  Quarterly,  130;  Monthly, 
1 1 2;  and  during  the  year  434  persons  were  members  some  portion  of  the  time, 
of  which  2  were  Yearly,  126  Quarterly  and  247  Monthly. 
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FOURTEENTH 

Annual  Meeting,  FebruaryI  2,  1878. 

The  President,  Mr.  Matthew  P.  Deady,  read  the  following  report  : 

7o  the  Me7nbers  of  the  Lihraiy  Associaiio7t  of  Po7‘tla7id: 

In  obedience  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Association,  I  here¬ 
by  report  to  you  “  the  general  doings  and  condition  ”  of  the 
same  for  the  past  year. 

GENERAL  VIEW. 

So  far  as  the  Association  is  concerned,  the  year  1877,  has 
passed  without  anything  unusual  occurring  in  its  affairs.  The 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  Library  has  been  moderate,  but 
uniform.  Its  permanent  existence  is  assured.  Its  path  is  on¬ 
ward  and  upward.  Henceforth,  with  reasonable  care  and 
attention,  it  must  at  least  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  the 
city  and  country.  Its  days  of  doubt,  obscurity  and  struggle 
have  gone  by.  Compared  with  its  surroundings,  it  is  a  city 
set  on  a  hill  and  cannot  be  hid.  Its  benignant  light  illumines 
many  an  humble  household  that  would  otherwise  sit  in  the 
shadow  of  intellectual  darkness.  Every  addition  of  a  thought¬ 
ful,  cultivated  or  reading  person  or  family  to  the  population 
of  Portland,  adds  so  much  to  the  use  and  growth  of  the  Li¬ 
brary.  To  all  questions  of  a  literary,  historical,  political,  re¬ 
ligious,  social  or  scientific  character  which  may  arise  in  the 
community  or  the  minds  of  individuals,  it  furnishes  a  ready  an- 
"swer  or  a  cheap  and  convenient  means  of  forming  the  best 
opinion  which  the  state  of  knowledge  on  the  subject  permits. 

In  its  rooms  the  lover  of  literature,  the  curious  and  imagi¬ 
native,  the  student  of  history  and  even  the  cormorant  of  cur¬ 
rent  events  may  find  pleasant  opportunity  and  abundant 
means  to  gratifiy  their  tastes  and  desires  and  enjoy  the 
choicest  intellectual  products  of  the  age.  Upon  its  shelves 
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and  tables  are  found  in  convenient  form  the  best  thoughts^ 
speculations  and  conclusions  of  the  past  and  present  upon  all 
the  problems  of  life — the  constitution  and  duties  of  society, 
the  sphere  and  responsibility  of  the  individual  and  the  modes,, 
means  and  progress  of  civilization. 

Indeed,  it  is  something  to  boast  of,  that  a  town  like  Port¬ 
land — far  away  on  the  Northwest  coast,  containing  not  to  ex¬ 
ceed  20,000  inhabitants  and  unconnected  with  the  interstate 
railway  communication  of  the  country,  should  have  a  Library 
with  8,724  well  chosen  volumes  and  a  careful  selection  of  the 
periodical  literature  of  Europe  and  America,  costing  not  less 
than  $500  a  year.  Well  informed  travellers  and  strangers 
visiting  here  are  attracted  to  it,  and  express  their  surprise 
and  pleasure  at  finding  such  an  institution  maintained  among 
us. 

* 

True,  we  hear  of  the  Boston  Athenreum  spending  ^^5,000  a 
year  for  books,  and  that  Harvard  has  $15,000  to  devote  to 
that  purpose  during  this  year,  and  compared  with  these 
grand  figures  we  may  be  insignificant;  but  it  should  be 
remembered  that  one  hundred  years  ago,  when  Boston  Jiad 
about  the  present  population  of  Portland,  there  was  probably 
no  such  Library  as  this  in  all  New  England.  In  view  of 
these  facts,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  jDCople  of  Portland  and 
the  vicinity  will  show  their  appreciation  of  this  privilege  as 
they  have  done  in  the  past,  and  that  those  who  are  blessed 
with  abundance  will  continue  to  contribute  liberally  towards 
the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  Library. 

The  business  affairs  of  the  Library  are  in  a  comparatively 
healthy  condition. 

THE  HOME  FUND. 

The  origin  of  this  fund  was  $9,215,  obtained  by  subscrip¬ 
tion  in  1873-4.  On  February  24,  1876,  it  was  loaned  for  eight 
years,  together  with  a  sum  advanced  by  Messrs.  Ladd  & 
Tilton  to  make  the  amount  $10,000.  By  the  close  of  the 
year  1876  the  interest  on  the  loan  had  more  than  repaid  the 
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advance  with  interest.  During  the  present  year  there  has 
been  received  as  interest  on  this  fund,  $1,316  46,  and  of  this 
there  has  been  loaned  at  ten  per  centum  per  annum,  payable 
quarterly,  $700. 

The  amount  and  constituents  of  this  fund  on  December  31, 
1S77,  were  as  follows: 

Feb.  24, 1876  ;  loan  at  1  per  cent,  per  month.  Interest  paid  to  Dec. 

5, 1877 . S10,000  00 

Feb.  9,  1877  ;  loan  at  10  per  cent,  per  annum.  Interest  paid  to  Dec. 

1,  1877 . 266  86 

April  9, 1877  ;  loan  at  10  per  cent,  per  annum.  Interest  paid  to  Dec. 

1,  1877  .  433  14 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer . 616  46 

Total  of  home  fund . §11,316  46 

Persons  who  are  able  and  disposed  to  assist  the  Library  to 
a  home  of  its  own,  are  reminded  that  contributions  to  this  fund 
are  always  in  order,  and  that,  in  the  meantime,  the  Associa¬ 
tion  is  indebted  to  the  continued  liberality  of  Messrs.  Ladd  & 
Tilton  for  the  commodious  rooms  which  it  now  occupies. 


THE  BOOK  FUND. 

This  fund  is  produced  by  the  sale  of  Perpetual  member¬ 
ships  at  $250  each,  payable  in  cash,  $50  and  the  remainder 
in  cash  or  notes  of  the  subscribers  payable  in  yearly  install¬ 
ments  of  $50  each  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum 
per  annum.  Payable  quarterly. 

In  the  year  1S77,  subscriptions  were  obtained  for  forty- 
eight  of  these  memberships,  but  only  forty-six  were  paid  for. 
During  the  year  1877,  the  other  two  were  paid  for. 

The  amount  and  constituents  of  this  fund  on  December  31, 
1877?  follows: 


28  notes  for  bal.  of  $150  each  on  subscription  to  membership . ,..$  4,200  00 

Aug.  17, 1876  ;  loan  at  10  per  cent,  per  annum .  5,000  00 

Feb.  9, 1877  ;  loan  at  10  per  cent,  per  annum .  733  14 

April  9, 1877 ;  loan  at  10  per  cent,  per  annum . . .  1,566  86 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer .  500  00 


Total  of  book  fund 


$12,000  00 
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On  the  5th  instant  the  forty-ninth  Perpetual  membership 
was  taken  and  it  is  confidently  expected  that  the  number  will 
be  increased  during  the  present  year.  The  supply  of  reading 
matter  being  dependent  upon  the  earnings  of  this  fund,  it 
ought  to  be  the  settled  policy  of  the  Association  to  increase 
the  same  with  the  growth  of  the  place  and  the  wants  of  the 
Library.  The  sale  of  these  memberships  appears  to  be  the 
most  convenient  means  of  accumulating  a  fund  for  that  pur¬ 
pose. 

INCOME  OF  BOOK  FUND. 

This  fund,  as  its  name  implies,  is  the  product  of  the  book 
fund,  and  is  applied  exclusively  to  the  purchase  of  reading 
matter.  The  receipts  and  expenditures  on  account  of  it  for 
the  3' ear  1S77,  have  been  as  follows  : 

RECEIPTS. 

Interest  from  book  fund . . . $1,152  20 

EXPENDITURES. 


Books . 763  62 

■  Periodicals  and  papers .  456  80 

Bookbinding .  263  25 


Total  of  expenditures . $1,473  67 

Excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts .  321  47 

The  principal  item  in  this  excess  is  $152  25,  paid  for  bind- 
ing  35  volumes  of  the  Weekly  and  Daily  Oregonian^  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Association  by  Mr.  Henry  L.  Pittock.  The 
sums  of  $26  10  arising  from  the  sale  of  newspapers  and 
$ii  50  from  the  sale  of  books,  should  be  credited  to  this 
fund,  but  they  were  carried  to  the  account  of  the  general 
fund,  as  heretofore. 

The  condition  of  this  fund  on  December  31,  1877,  was  as 
follows : 


Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer . $  19  87 

Outstanding  warrants . .-. . $165  75 

Gill  &  Co.,  bill  for  books,  Dec.  31 .  164  98—  330  73 


Total  liability  of  fund . . . $310  86 
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The  interest  falling  due  in  this  quarter  will  nearly  dis¬ 
charge  this  liability*. 


THE  GENERAL  FUND. 

This  fund  ordinarily  consists  of  the  dues  received  from 
subscribing  members — that  is,  members  other  than  perpetual 
or  life — and  fines.  On  occasions,  contributions  are  made  to  it 
by  friends  of  the  Library.  During  the  year  1S77,  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  on  account  of  this  fund  have  been  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 


RECEIPTS. 


Yearly  dues . . . S  50  00 

Monthly  dues .  2,186  50 

Fines . 89  70 

Sale  of  newspapers . 26  10 

Sale  of  books .  II  50 


Total  of  receipts . $2,3&3  80 

EXPENDITURES. 

Librarian . SljoOO  00 

Janitor .  156  00 

Gas . 453  00 

Insurance .  104  20 

Fuel .  49  50 

Advertising . .38  00 

Collection .  42  25 

Receipt  books  and  Registers . 31  00 

Furniture . . . . . .  •  6  92 

Miscellaneous .  35  80 


Total  expenditures . $2,217  29 

Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures . .  146  51 


The  condition  of  this  fund  on  December  31,  1877, 
follows : 


Overdraft  as  per  report  of  treasurer . $368  17 

Outstanding  warrants .  144  50 

Reserved  salary  of  librarian . . .  100  00 


Total  liability  of  fund . . $612  67 


In  the  annual  report  of  the  President  for  last  year,  it  was 
stated  that  the  indebtedness  of  the  Association  was  $989  76. 
The  true  amount,  however,  was  $869  18.  The  error  arose 
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in  this  way.  At  that  time  the  accounts  of  the  I.  of  B.  fund 
and  the  general  fund  were  not  kept  separately.  The  actual 
indebtedness  consisted  of  overdrafts,  $259  18;  a  credit  to 
Walter  Brothers,  on  account  of  furniture,' $300;  the  salary 
of  the  librarian  for  December,  1876,  and  the  month’s  salary, 
reserved,  $200,  and  the  current  bills  for  that  month.  In 
making  up  these  latter  I  erroneously  included  $50  as  due 
Walter  Brothers,  which  was,  in  fact,  a  mere  installment  of  the 
$300  placed  to  their  credit  and  therefore  only  a  part  of  it, 
and  also  $86  19,  which  latter  item,  although  a  part  of  the 
debt  of  the  Association,  was  not  chargeable  to  the  general 
fund,  but  to  the  I.  of  B.  fund.  Deduct  then  the  sum  of  these 
items,  $136  19,  from  989  76,  and  there  is  left,  $853  57;  add 
to  this,  however,  $15  61,  a  balance  to  I.  of  B.  fund,  that  was 
erroneously  deducted  from  this  amount  as  a  balance  to  the 
general  fund  and  the  result,  $869  18,  is  the  true  indebtedness 
of  this  fund  on  December  31,  1876.  From  this  it  appears 
that  the  indebtedness  has  been  reduced  $256  51  during  the 
year. 

ASSETS. 

The  assets  of  the  Association  consist  of  its  books,  furni¬ 
ture  and  funds. '  On  December  31,  1877,  these  were  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Books  (including  unaudited  bill  of  G.  &  Co.,  Dec.  31,  $164  69) . $12,629  09 


Furniture . . . . .  2,476  61 


$15,105  70 

Deduct  for  wear  and  tear  % . . . .’ .  5,035  22 

$10,070  48 

Home  fund . $11,316  46 

Book  fund . 12,000  00 

Total  assets . $33,386  94 

Deduct  indebtedness— 

General  fund . $612  17 

I.  of  B.  fund .  310  86-  923  03 

$32,463  91 


This  is  a  gain  of  $2,086  75  during  the  year. 
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BOOKS  AND  MEMBERSHIP. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1876,  there  were  8,193  volumes 
in  the  Library.  During  1877?  there  was  added  to  this  num¬ 
ber  531  volumes.  Of  these  494  were  purchased  at  a  cost  of 
$753  37  were  given  by  various  persons — making  the 

whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  at  the  close  of  1877, 

3,724. 

The  whole  number  of  books  loaned  during  the  year  was 
13,628,  classified  as  follows: 

Fiction,  10,585;  History,  569;  Biography,  384;  Science, 
326;  Travels,  784;  Poetry,  244;  Religion,  103;  Miscella¬ 
neous,  764;  Jurisprudence  and  Government,  56;  Bound  Pe¬ 
riodicals,  II. 

This  is  an  increase  of  522  volumes  of  four  and  a  fraction 
per  centum  over  1876. 

The  figures  also  indicate  that  for  the  population  within 
reach  of  the  Library  it  is  well  patronized,  and  that  the  future 
increase  of  the  use  of  the  Library  will  depend  mainly  upon 
the  growth  of  the  population. 

The  Librarian  reports  the  following  donations  to  the  Li¬ 
brary  during  the  year: 

Hon.  Matthew  P.  Deady — Oration,  delivered  at  Roseburg,  July  4,  1877; 
Oregon  Message  and  Documents,  1874-76;  House  and  Senate  Journals,  1872- 
4-6;  Oregon  Laws,  1874. 

Col.  H.  Clay  Wood — The  Nez  Perces  Indians,  1876. 

Rev.  R.  S.  Stubbs — Analysis  of  religious  belief. 

Hon.  Richard  Williams — U.  S.  Geological  Survey  of  Colorado. 

Rt*  Rev.  B.  Wistar  Morris — Columbia  College ;  Chicago,  Past,  Present 
and  Future  ;  Pacific  Coast  Directory. 

Hon.  James  K.  Kelly — Congressional  Records  and  other  documents. 

A.  Bushwiler — City  Directory. 

All  the  publishers  of  newspapers  in  this  State  and  many 
in  the  adjoining  Territories,  have  kindly  furnished  us  their 
publications,  gratuitously.  For  their  generosity  in  this  re- 
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spect  we  are  under  many  obligations  to  them,  and  cordially 
invite  them,  when  they  visit  the  city,  to  make  themselves  “  at 
home  ”  in  the  library  rooms,  where  they  will  find  their 
several  publications  well  patronized  and  advertised. 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  1877,  there  were  307  members  of 
the  Association,  classified  as  follows: 

Perpetual,  48;  Life,  i;  Yearly,  i;  Honorary,  14;  Quar¬ 
terly,  146;  Monthly,  97. 

Four  hundred  and  eighty-four  persons  were  members  of 
the  Association  during  some  portion  of  the  year,  classified  as 
follows: 

Perpetual,  48;  Life,  i ;  Yearly,  2;  Quarterly,  179;  Monthly, 
243;  Honorary,  ii. 

This  is  an  increase  over  1870  on  the  whole  number  of  fifty, 
distributed  as  follows: 

Perpetual  2;  Quarterly,  53;  Monthly,  a  decrease  of  5. 

The  fluctuation  in  the  membership  is  confined  of  course  to 
the  quarterly  and  monthly  ones.  The  average  of  these,  ob¬ 
tained  by  dividing  the  amount  of  dues  paid  by  them — 
$2,186  50,  by  the  monthly  dues  for  a'year,  $12 — is  182  2-10, 
against  a  like  average  of  184  4-10  in  1876,  and  186  in  1875. 
But  in  this  connection,  it  should  be  remembered  that  there 
has  been  added  to  the  Association  since  1875,  forty-eight  per¬ 
petual  members,  two  of  them  within  the  past  year — any  one 
of  which  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view  is  worth  to  the  Li¬ 
brary  double  the  amount  of  a  monthly  subscriber.  But  it  is 
not  intended  by  this  remark  to  depreciate  the  monthly  mem¬ 
bers.  On  the  contrary  the  Library  could  not  be  supported 
without  them;  and  it  is  for  them  and  their  benefit  mainly, 
that  it  exists  and  is  maintained. 

CATALOGUES  AND  REPORTS. 

As  was  said  in  the  President’s  report  of  last  year,  ‘‘The 
present  urgent  want  of  this  Library  is  a  good  catalogue,  and 
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s  hoped  that  some  means  will  be  devised  during  this  year 
o  publish  one.” 

The  patronage  which  this  Library  receives  from  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country  and  neighboring  towns  is  comparatively 
considerable.  If  there  was  a  published  catalogue  of  the  books 
this  patronage  would  be  largely  increased.  Persons  living 
without  the  city  wouldthen  have  equal  facilities  for  selecting 
books  with  those  living  within  it.  And  in  the  case  even  of 
residents  of  the  city,  a  well  prepared  catalogue  wmuld  be  a 
profitable  advertisement  of  our  collection  and  induce  persons 
to  become  subscribers  who  otherwise  might  not  think  of  it. 
In  publishing  a  catalogue  it  would  be  well  to  print  a  number 
of  copies — say  from  three  hundred  to  five  hundred — but  only 
to  bind  and  publish  them  as  they  may  be  needed  for  sale  or 
distribution.  In  a  year  or  two  a  supplement  containing  the 
additions  to  the  Library  during  that  term  might  be  printed 
and  bound,  and  published  with  a  limited  number  of  the  orig¬ 
inal  sheets,  and  so  on  from  time  to  time,  until  the  whole 
number  was  disposed  of.  In  this  way,  with  a  small  occasional 
addition  to  the  original  outlay  we  might  keep  up  what  would 
be  practically  a  fresh  catalogue  for  several  years. 

The  preparation  and  publication  of  this  catalogue  will 
not  cost  less  than  6400.  An  expert  must  be  employed  to 
prepare  it.  It  should  be  made  from  the  books  on  the  shelves 
and  not  the  invoices.  In  doing  this,  an  account  of  stock  or 
books  actually  on  hand  would  necessarily  be  taken — a  matter 
very  desirable  for  itself,  as  it  has  never  been  done  since  the 
organization  of  the  Library. 

As  is  apparent  the  ordinary  income  of  the  Library  is  not 
sufficient  to  meet  this  outlav  in  addition  to  the  current  ex- 
penses.  The  funds  for  this  work  must  come  from  the  liber¬ 
ality  of  some  generous  friend  of  the  Library  or  be  obtained  in 
small  sums  by  subscription  from  the  general  public.  If  some 
one  could  be  found  who  would  ^ake  upon  himself  the  labor 
and  vexation  of  canvassing  for  subscriptions,  I  have  no  doubt 
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but  that  the  money  could  be  raised  in  that  way.  But  I  am 
in  hopes  that  some  one  of  Portland’s  successful  and  public 
spirited  capitalists  or  business  men,  seeing  what  an  excellent 
opportunity  this  furnishes  to  devote  a  small  portion  of  his 
abundance  to  the  public  good,  will  come  forward  at  once  and 
furnish  the  necessary  funds. 

An  other  recommendation  of  last  year’s  report  I  repeat 
with  the  suggestion  that  the  necessity  for  action  increases 
with  delay:  “Our  annual  reports  and  proceedings  were 
published  in  pamphlet  form  up  to  1872;  but  since  then  they 
have  not  been  published  otherwise  than  in  the  newspapers. 
Since  then  some  important  changes  have  been  made  in  the 
constitution  and  management  of  the  Association,  and  there 
is  no  convenient  record  of  them  at  hand.  It  is  very  desirable 
that  the  reports  and  proceedings  of  the  years  since  1S71 
should  be  collected  and  published  in  pamphlet  form.  If  any 
one  will  undertake  to  raise  the  means  I  will  see  to  the  prepa¬ 
ration  and  publication  of  them.” 

I  will  only  add  now,  that  a  public  society  which  does  not 
or  cannot  jDublish  its  annual  proceedings  in  a  permanent 
form,  fails  to  use  a  most  effective  means  to  attract  favorable 
attention  to  itself  and  to  stimulate  those  concerned  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  its  affairs  to  do  their  utmost  for  its  welfare.  Five 
hundred  copies  of  the  annual  reports  and  proceedings  of  this 
Association  scattered  among  the  schools,  colleges  and  libraries 
of  the  United  States  would  greatly  redound  to  the  credit  of 
this  city  and  do  much  to  promote  the  well  being  of  the  Li¬ 
brary. 

OFFICERS  AND  DIRECTORS. 

Mr.  Philip  C.  Schuyler,  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  M.  W.  Fech- 
heimer,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  Mr.  Henry  Oxer, ' 
the  Librarian  and  Corresponding  Secretary,  continue  in  their 
respective  positions  in  the  Association.  In  the  discharge  of 
their  duties  they  have  done  well  and  merit  the  thanks  of  the 
Association.  * 
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The  directors,  with  a  single  exception,  have  been  diligent 
and  attentive  to  the  business  and  welfare  of  the  Society. 
Regular  meetings  are  held  once  a  month  by  them  for  the 
conduct  of  its  affairs  and  the  promotion  of  its  prosperity. 
Among  these  gentlemen — and  the  most  punctual  and  faithful 
of  them — are  persons  of  large  means  and  extensive  business. 
Their  time  is  necessarily  much  occupied  with  their  own 
affairs  and  their  means  enables  them  to  provide  reading  mat¬ 
ter  for  themselves  and  those  who  are  directly  dependent  upon 
them  without  the  aid  of  a  public  library. 

The  time  and  means  which  they  have  bestowed  upon  this 
Library  during  the  years  of  its  existence  is  therefore  so  much 
given  for  the  public  good  and  in  the  discharge  of  that  con¬ 
tinuing  obligation  which  every  right-minded  person  feels  that 
he  is  under,  to  the  community  in  which  he  lives  and  pros¬ 
pers. 

Let  us  honor  them,  then,  for  what  they  have  done  and  en¬ 
courage  them  to  improve  even  upon  the  past,  by  aiding  them 
to  the  best  of  our  ability. 

The  directorships  heretofore  held  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Brackett 
and  ex-Gov.  A.  C.  Gibbs,  are  now  vacant  by  lapse  of  time, 
and  it  devolves  upon  this  meeting  to  elect  their  successors  for 
the  ensuing  ten  years.  I  hope  your  choice  will  be  worthy  of 
yourselves  and  the  occasion. 

MATTHEW  P.  DEADY, 
President  of  the  Library  Association, 

Portland,  February  2,  1878. 


- -V- - - 

From  the  Librarian’s  report  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  of  books  in 
the  Library  at  the  close  of  the  year  1877  was  8,724,  classified  as  follows: 

Fiction,  2,738;  History,  738;  Travels,  5561  Biography,  861;  Science,  759> 
Poetry,  471;  Religion,  377;  Bound  Periodicals,  607;  Miscellaneous,  1,076; 
Jurisprudence  and  Government,  541. 
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That  the  Library  was  in  the  regular  receipt  of  39  papers  and  periodicals 
published  in  Oregon,  12  in  Washington,  i  in  British  Columbia,  9  in  Califor¬ 
nia,  56  in  the  Eastern  States,  20  in  England  and  4  in  Germany. 

At  this  meeting  Mr.  Addison  C.  Gibbs  and  Edward  S.  Kearney  were 
elected  Directors  for  the  term  of  10  years,  in  place  of  said  Gibbs  and  Mr.  W. 
H.  Brackett,  whose  terms  of  office  then  expired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Corbett,  it  was  voted  that  the  Directors  are  recommended 
to  cause  a  subscription  to  be  taken  up  for  the  publication  of  a  catalogue  and 
the  unpublished  reports  and  proceedings  of  the  Association. 


The  foregoing  Constitution,  By-Laws  and  Annual  Reports  and  Proceedings 
are  published  in  pursuance  of  a  vote  of  the  Directors,  and  by  means  of  funds 
contributed  for  that  purpose  by  friends  of  the  Association.  No  publication 
in  pamphlet  form  has  been  made  of  the  same  since  1872.  The  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  are  revised  to  date.  The  annual  reports  of  the  President  are 
given  in  full,  except  tables  of  receipts  and  expenditures  and  the  like,  taken 
from  the  preceding  ones.  Condensed  statements  of  the  material  facts  in  the 
Librarian’s  reports,  not  contained  in  the  President’s  reports  are  also  given. 
At  the  request  of  the  Directors  I  have  prepared  the  copy  and  superintended 
the  publication  of  this  pamphlet. 

The  following  statistics  concerning  the  condition  and  working  of  the  Library 
during  the  past  14  years,  are  compiled  from  data  furnished  by  the  Librarian, 
Mr.  Henry  A.  Oxer. 

MATTHEW  P.  DEADY. 


March  25,  1878. 


Officers  of  the  Association. 

1864-5. 

President,  William  S.  Ladd,  Treasurer,  Bernard  Goldsmith, 

Vice  President,  William  Strong,  Cor.  Sec.,  Henry  Failing, 

Rec.  Sec.,  W.  S.  Caldwell, 

Librarians,  H.  W.  Scott,  W.  B.  Cardwell,  C.  C.  Strong. 

Directors — E.  D.  Shattuck,  L.  H.  Wakefield,  Wm.  Strong,  B.  Goldsmith, 
W.  S.  Caldwell,  C.  H.  Lewis,  C.  E.  Calef,  H.  W.  Corbett,  W.  S.  Ladd, 
P.  C.  Schuyler. 
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1866-7. 

President,  L.  H.  Wakefield,  Cor.  Sec.,  Henr)'  Failing, 

Vice  President,  William  Strong,  Rec.  Sec.,  Theodore  F.  Miner, 

Treasurer,  Bernard  Goldsmith,  P.  C.  Schuyler, 

Librarians,  C.  C.  Strong,  J.  H.  Stinson,  J.  A.  Waymire,  Lyle  W.  Gilliland. 

Directors — William  Strong,  B.  Goldsmith,  resigtied,  Feb.  2,  1867,  A.  P. 
Elfelt,  resigtied^  Dec.  4,  1867,  D.  Freidenrich,  W.  S.  Caldwell,  C.  H.  Lewis, 
C.  E.  Calef,  H.  W.  Corbett,  resigned,  Dec.  4,  1867,  E.  D.  Shattuck,  W.  S. 
Ladd,  P.  C.  Schuyler,  E.  D.  Shattuck,  resigned.  Sept.  26,  1866,  Matthew  P. 
Deadv,  L.  H.  Wakefield. 


1868-9. 

President,  Matthew  P.  Deady,  Vice  President,  C.  H.  Lewis, 

Cor.  Sec.  and  Treas.,  Philip  C.  Schuyler, 

Rec.  Sec.  and  Lib.,  Lyle  W.  Gilliland. 

Directors — W.  S.  Caldwell,  resigned.  May  6,  1868,  L.  H.  Lewis,  C.  H. 
Lewis,  C.  E.  Calef,  E.  D.  Shattuck,  W.  S.  Ladd,  P.  C.  Schuyler,  Matthew 
P.  Deady,  L.  H.  Wakefield,  A.  C.  Gibbs,  W.  H.  Brackett. 


1870-1. 

President,  C.  H.  Lewis,  resigtud,  Dec.  7,  1870. 

“  L.  H.  Wakefield,  1871. 

Vice  President,  L.  H.  Wakefield,  W.  H.  Brackett,  1871. 

Treasurer,  Philip  C.  Schuyler,  Cor.  Sec.,  C.  E.  Calef, 

Lib.  and  Ree.  Sec.,  Lyle  W.  Gilliland,  J.  S.  Reed,  Henry  A.  Oxer. 
Directors — C.  E.  Calef,  E.  D.  Shattuck,  W.  S.  Ladd,  P.  C.  Schuyler, 
Matthew  P.  Deady,  L.  H.  Wakefield,  W.  H.  Brackett,  A.  C.  Gibbs,  C.  H. 
Lewis,  F.  S.  Ostheim. 


1872-3. 

President,  L.  H.  Wakefield,  Treasurer,  Philip  C.  Schuyler, 

Vice  President,  Henry  Failing,  Cor.  Sec.,  M.  W.  Fechheimer, 

Lib.  and  Rec.  Sec.,  H.  A.  Oxer. 

Directors — W.  S.  Ladd,  P.  C.  Schuyler,  Matthew  P.  Deady,  L.  H.  Wake¬ 
field,  W.  H.  Brackett,  A.  C.  Gibbs.  C.  H.  Lewis,  F.  S.  Ostheim,  resigned, 
March,  6,  1872,  M.  W.  Fechheimer,  H.  Failing,  Lehman  Blum. 


1874-5- 

President,  Matthew’  P.  Deady,  Treasurer,  Philip  C.  Schuyler, 

Vice  President,  Henry  Failing,  Cor.  Sec.,  M.  W.  Fechheimer, 

Lib.  and  Rec.  Sec.,  H.  A.  Oxer. 
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Director's — Matthew  P.  Deady,  L.  H.  Wakefield,  resigned  April  7,  1875, 
H.  W.  Corbett,  W.  H.  Brackett,  A.  C.  Gibbs,  C.  H.  Lewis,  M.  W.  Fech- 
heimer,  H.  Failing,  Lehman  Blum,  W.  S.  Ladd,  P.  C.  Schuyler. 


1876-7. 

Officers — The  same  as  in  1874-5. 

Directors — W.  H.  Brackett,  A.  C.  Gibbs,  C.  H.  Lewis,  M.  W.  Fechheimer, 
H.  Failing,  Lehman  Blum,  W.  S.  Ladd,  P.  C.  Schuyler,  Matthew  P.  Deady, 
H.  W.  Corbett. 


1878. 

Officeis  the  same  as  in  1876-7. 

•  Directors  C.  H.  Lewis,  M.W.  Fechheimer,  H.  Failing,  Lehman  Blum,W. 
S.  Ladd.  P.  C.  Schuyler,  Matthew  P.  Deady,  H.  W.  Corbett,  A.  C.  Gibbs, 
E.  S.  Kearney. 

here  a  director  is  marked  “resigned,”  the  person  whose  name  fol¬ 
lows  immediately  after,  was  appointed  by  the  directors  for  the  unexpired 
term. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures. 


YEAR. 

'  RECEIPTS. 

EXPENDITURES. 

1865. 

$1,290  26 

$1,974  51 

1866. 

1, 120  03 

1,103  20 

1867. 

2,126  36 

2,408  13 

1868. 

2,293  73 

2,304  84 

1869. 

3,715  65 

3,979  80 

1870. 

3,016  04 

2,989  95 

1871. 

4,011  47 

4,011  47 

1872. 

4,172  91 

4,172  91 

1873- 

3,533  9^ 

4,536  01 

1874. 

3,604  72 

3,481  49 

1875. 

2,879  97 

2,828  43 

1876. 

3,992  35 

3,974  38 

0  \  Book  fund, 

1877  ^  ^  ’ 

1,152  20 

1,473  97 

(  General  fund. 

2,363  80 

2,217  29 

N.  B. — The  foregoing  includes  dues,  fines,  etc.,  and  donations  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  current  expenses,  such  as,  refurnishing  the  rooms,  etc.,  but  does  not 
include  contributions  to  the  permanent  funds  of  the  Association,  such  as  the 
Home  and  Book  funds. 
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Number  of  Volumes  in  the  Library  at  the  Commence¬ 
ment  of  each  Year. 


YEAR. 

NO.  OF  VOLS. 

YEAR. 

NO.  OF  VOLS. 

1865. 

577 

1872. 

5,448 

1866. 

2,087 

1873- 

6,826 

1867. 

2,522 

1874. 

4,378 

1868. 

2,673 

00 

7,785 

1S69. 

3,180 

1876. 

8,193 

1870. 

3,69s 

1877. 

8,274 

1871. 

4,491 

1878. 

8,724 

Number  of 

Volumes  Loaned. 

YEAR. 

NO.  OF  VOLS. 

YEAR. 

NO.  OF  VOLS. 

1867. 

3,377 

1873- 

15,849 

1868. 

6,398 

1874. 

16, 106 

1869. 

10,847 

1875. 

12.262 

1870. 

11,247 

1876. 

13,304 

1871. 

14,442 

1877. 

13,826 

1872. 

15,445 

• 

N.  B.- 

-No  record  was  kept  of 

the  number  of  books  loaned  during  t 

years  1864-5-6. 


Memberships  and  Dues. 

The  following  table  shows  the  dues  received  in  each  year  since  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  Association  and  the  average  number  of  quarterly  members  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  period,  together  with  the  number  of  and  receipts  from  the  Yearly 
and  Perpetual  members.  During  this  period,  the  honorar)*  members  would 
average  not  to  exceed  ii. 


YEAR. 

QUAR.  DUES. 

NO.  OF  AtEMBERS, 

1864. 

$  746  50 

62 

1865. 

1,878  50 

156 

1866. 

797  00 

66 

1867. 

1,457  82 

I2I 

1S68. 

1,667  00 

139 

1869. 

2,352  75 

196 

1870. 

2,663  75 

222 

1871. 

2,693  00 

224 

1872. 

2,905  00 

242 

1873- 

2,843  00 

237 
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1874. 

2,850  00 

237 

00 

2,232  00 

186 

1876. 

2,267  50 

189 

1877. 

2,186  50 

182 

YEAR. 

YEARLY  DUES. 

NO.  OF  MEMl 

1871. 

$850 

34 

1872. 

450 

18 

1873. 

350 

14 

1874. 

575 

23 

1875. 

250 

10 

1876. 

200 

8 

1877. 

50 

2 

From  April  i,  1876  until  1877,  there  were  forty-six  Perpetual  members  and 
in  1877,  there  were  forty-eight,  as  follows:  C.  H.  Lewis,  W.  S.  Ladd  {2), 
Henry  Failing,  H.  W.  Corbett,  Adolph  A.  Cohn,  R.  Glisan,  M.  W.  Fech- 
heimer,  James  H.  Butler,  Wm.  Strong,  Donald  Macleay,  Geo.  H.  Flanders, 
J.  McCraken,  W.  H.  Efhnger,  James  F.  Failing,  S.  Hirsch,  H.  Y.  Thomp¬ 
son,  L.  IL  Lewis,  J.  K.  Gill,  M.  S.  Burrell,  E.  C.  Bronaugh,  W.  W.  Thayer, 

L.  White,  Byron  Z.  Holmes,  Millard  O.  Lownsdale,  J.  Dill  Dubois,  R.  B. 
Wilson,  B.  Wistar  Morris,  John  Green,  E.  Corbett,  Frank  Dekum,  J.  N. 
Dolph,  S.  G.  Reed,  J.  A.  Strowbridge,  W.  Jackson,  J.  Lowenberg,  Isam 
White,  Wm.  Wadhams,  Joseph  Bachman,  Max  Goldsmith,  Joseph  deal, 
A.  Roberts,  Dan.  Holton,  Wm.  Pfunder,  E.  J.  W.  Stemme,  Ella 

M.  Smith,  W.  K.  Smith,  A.  M.  King;  to  which  has  been  added  in  the 
present  year,  Chas.  P.  Church  and  Geo.  H.  Himes. 


